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| Right Honourable 
T1 HOC MAR 


EARL OF 


OSSOR x 


My Lord, 


F ever Virtue ſtood mn} 
need of a Safeguard, | 
and T ruth wanted to| 

| be proteited with @ bigb| 

| Hand, "is in. theſe our| 


a 3 Times. 


The Epiſtle 
Times. Of ola, like the 
Pifture of Venus, ſhe ap- 
peared moſt beautiful when 
| Naked; and her chiefeſ 


Perf-tions were her Na- 


| 


| an theſe our Wages, ſhe ts 
| forcd to ſneak , to ſeulk 


about the W, orld in Mal- 


_—__ Englih Patriots : 


tural Endow! MES ; - but | 


querade, and inſtead of 
Declaring her thoughts | 
boldly, to turn even Mum- | 
mer : ſonce the Dangers | 
of Prim-rofe-Hill - are e- | 
nough to diſcourage the 


Upon | 


Dedicatory: 
e | Upon theſe conſrderations ,. 
> | Þ am humbly: come to in- 
n | treat a: ProteFion under. 
| | your Lordfhips Banner ; 
- | being very well ſatisfied, 
t | that the true Engliſh 
Courage, the experienced: 
Conſtancy, nay, the-very 
- | Name of Offory, are not” 
f | more terrible abroad, than” 
s | grateful at: home- ;. and' 
- | knowing, that as you have '| 
r | been a Defence heretofore 
- | to the. .Defender of our 
Faith, and oppos'd: with 
Victory. owur. Enemies 
: with 


The Epiſtle 
| with your word, ſo you | 
| will not deny a ProteJion 


| #0 one who is Ambitious 
| of Picqueering only, and 
ewing ſome marks of his 
Courage, though but with | * 
bis Pen, under your Lord- | # 
| ſhips Command, My , 
| Lord, I cannot pretend tw | * 
preſent your Lordſhip with | © 
any thing for your Intor- : 
I 
0 


mation, your Lordſhips 
great Education 2s far 
beyond any thing. of Ad- || 
dition ; but your Lord. p 
-fhip baving —_— 1 
00 


m— 


Dedicatory. 
1 | flood up in the Defence of 
- or Laws and Rights, [ 
us | preſand your Lordſhip 
1d | would not diſcourage this 


# Hoſtilit 

1 | Hoſulity upon Idola 

} end Saperiion,mwr Kane 
. « Ugorons Allerter of our 
; | Faith ond Religion. | 
- | Though this Satyrick way 

= f Writing cannot be af- | 
| bow 


fimes 


F 
[4 
o 
F 


The Epiſtle 


rimes Arifully underntiiies | 1 
what the other more* 'preb- I 
lickly aſſailes, and "Th fi 
Iyſſess Cumming was" | p 
leſs Uſeful to the Greetin| # 
Cauſe than Ajax bis Con: 
rape; the "Subeth) of *ohe 
Hoes often” CIA the 
Force of the other”, whill jk 
Truth" #1 Rif6n my 
as well-be thach a ranter- 
Satyres, as Languages 
under \ Hieroglyphics. 
With this * Defpgn thi | 
Small Pi ieces appears in the. 
WW, orld, where it hinvbh 


throws | 


10 
We 


Dedicatory, 


throws it ſelf at your 
Lordſhips feet, and if it 


finds a favourable Rece- 


ption there, it fully ſatiefies 


| the Ambition of, _ 
| | | 


My Lord, 


| Your Lordſhip's 
moſt Devoted 
Obedient Servant 


Wilkam Laurance. 
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EPIS T LE 


0 ME: 
Chriſtian Reader. ; 


Do not at all que: 


| || ſtion, but when you 
firſt call your Eyes 
upon the Title of this 
{mall Piece now before 
you; that it ſtartled thy 
| Faith and made thee 
|  doubr thy own Birth- 


A 2 right: 


The Epilile to the 
right and Legitimacy, 
| and . conſequently thy 
| Right of Inheritance in 
| the Kingdom .of Hea- 
| ven, as a true Son of the 
{ Church ; nor really can 


| neceſſary Scrutiny : for, 
| if upon a chaim'to a 
| {mall Temporal Eſtate, 
| the Lay requires a moſt 
| exact proof of our Le: 
| gitimacy ; then lurely 


| T blame this thy moſt 


© IIS» FLAIR NR, TRIB OD mn 


| we cannot exped other | 


| then that Baſtard Chri-. 


ſtians ſhou'd be excluded. 
the 


ther they are Legitimate 


of a ſatisfaction in- this 


Chriſtian Reader. 
the Rights of Potleſſ on: 
— who 

What thou art ew 
now read t; I know not, 
nor can; there being no: 
CharaQariſtical diſtin&i-- 
on in mens Faces, to: 
make. one: judge whe- 


or [llegitimate ; nor to' 
point out. a. true Belie- 
ver from a Jeſuit; If 
thou art curious thy {elf 


particular , fearch thy 


Heart,. draw down thy 
Ag Pe 


| The Epiſtle to the 
[Pedigree according to 
5 Rules of Scripture- 


am out of my Province, 

Imy Deſign not being to 
inftrud but Inform. 

On the other ſide, if 
[thou defirſt to know the 


lcree, this Bil] of Druorce 
lof our Bleſſed Saviour 
[againſt his Spoufe the 


his Delila, the F tireſ 4- 


[caulc of this Fatal De- 


ch of Rome, once: 


#0ng ten thouſand, reaq | 
but ſome few Leaves | 
far- a | 


fa 
fc 


Heraldry : but here I | þ 
ti 


Chriſtian Reader.” 
farther, you'l find it not 
for a fmall trivial Of- - 
| fence, a little Diſobliga-. 
tion, a want of Kind- 
nels, or the like; no, 
twas for Adultery : that 
Adultery, which, if able 
to. make a juſt. Separati-* 


- | on between a Man and 


— 


his own Wife, much 
more betweena Wicked, 
Laſtful, Cruel, Bloody 
Strumpet, and her Good, 


- | Chaſte, Meck, Merciful 


| | Lover and Admirer. 
E 


A 4 A 


The Epiſtle to the 


A ſmall Colle&ion of 
ſome of her Practices 


you have before you, 
Aced and Regiſtred e- 
ven in her own Terri- 
tories ; Where, by the 
way, we may fee what 
Strangers may exped 


by her actions to hen | 


| own. Admirers. Youl 
| fd: here St. Paul once 
| more, by. Divine Inſp: 


ration, ſent down on 


Ear th, [KO vilit the State 
of Kome-; not, as of old; 


to. Inſiruc} her, but to 


In- 


| hear the ſeveral com 


| anſwer his kind Epiltles 
; | to them but in his own 
| Blood; and make him 


Chriſtian Feader, 
of | Tufarm againſt her, for 


; | his Dorines they have 
| ſo..often negleRed : to 


plaints of Men ps bes 
low, who loap lince 
have offerd up their Pe- 
titions. aboye to be xe- 

led againſt her Op- | 
preſſions here on Earth. 
And certain I am, were 
he now at Rome, the | 


Romans would hard y 


{uffer 


The Epiſtle to the 


_ ſuffer a greater perlecu- 


tion, for his Dodrine! 


they have abusd and 
ſlighted, than ever ht 
himſelf put Chriſtians to| 
| before his Converſion. 


| - This Piece was wrote 
| long fince by a man of 
great Learning & Fame 
| among 'em in Italy : no 
| Heretick, but one of 
| their own Romiſh Faith; 


| which makes me hope, 


| 


| the more Chriſtian part 


| of the' World will not 


| frown, if one whom. A- 


po- | 


Chriſtian Reader. 
poſtates ſtyle a Heretich , 
though not worthy to 


bear the Authour's Stan- 
diſh, ſhou'd attempt in 


his Native Language to 


i diſcover ſome of the 


Priaciples of our moſt 
Implacable, ungenerous 


Enemy. 


AUTHOR 


HE. Author is (upoſed fo 
| T have ſeen in a Dream a Pie | 

. fon of ſeveral of the Dead, | 

who aroſe * purpoſely out of 
their Graves to petition Heaven for . 
a Divorce from the wicked and 
adulterons Spouſe , the . Church of 
Rome 3 by reaſon of her lewd De- 
tend in the World, their Peti= 
ton is granted, upon ſi f mary ſug= 


ee again Lk her 5 As rſt, 
bs * "Ch 


119 s 


The Deſign of the Author, 
Chriſt's Hononr blemiſhed, and loft 


among the Nations of the Earth, 

through her Extravagancies ; then | 
the vaſt ſums of money ſpent and | 
conſum'd by her in ſatisfying the 
craving appetites of ſuch who de- 
| bauch'd her : together with the great 
| ſcandal upon Religion in having ſuch 
| Follies committed in the Houſe of 
our Saviour Chriſt: Rome being 
| zowturn'd a publick Stews. But be- 
fore any thing ſhontd be poſitruel 

| _— - Ja would *g ſatis 
il fied of the Chriſtian Princes and 
| Zheir Subje@s of her Behavianr. To 


that end, St. Paul 7s commanded 
ll zpon Earth to hear their Complaints. 
| Paul readily obeys, and goes up and 
gown Italy, where, having made 4 
colleion of their ſeveral grievances, 
he niſhes his proceſs of Divorce 
| againſt her 5 and ſo returns to Hea- 
| en to give up an account of bis | 
ll Orndertaking: Opon which a Divorce 
_ was ſolemnly decreed. | 

By | 


| tare. 


| Three parts. The Firſt treats of 
P 2 


The Delign of the Author. 


By reaſon of. this. ſeparation be- 
tween Chriſt and the Church, it 


| comes to paſs, that through her A- 
| dulterons C onver ſation with ſuch 


who debauch her, there are none 
born but illegitimate Births, and 
Baſtard Chriſtians 5 as hypocriti- 
cal Jetuits and others, who, un- 
der the mask of Religion and Ho- 
lineſs, are the moſt wicked ſort of 
People now upon the face of the 
whole Earth. 

This Divorce being made publick 
abroad , immediately camze John 
Calvin, Martin Luther, Mark E- 
pheſus, ard others, each to offer 
up their Church as a fit Spouſe for 
Chriſt, but the Extravagancies of 
the Roman Spouſe not being ther 
forgot, he reſolu'd firſt to delibe- 
rate before any more he would be 
joyn'd to perfidionus Humane Na- 


The whole Work is deſign d for 


the 


The Deſign of the Author. 
the Diſſolute Behaviour of the 
Church of Rome, Chriſt's Spoule, 
The Second, of her Baſtard Off 


ſpring ſmce her Separation. The | 
Third treats of the flocking of all | 


Nations together to the Eſpouſals of 


our Saw0ur. 


| 


dee ts held 


(1) 
THE 


Heavenly Divorce. 


—__— 


— - — 


THE DREAM. 


L F'ter having diſputed a great 
while with a certain Do- 
minican Fryar, about ſome 

of the chief Points of the 

Romiſh Religion, as lrfallibility, 

Tradition,ec.we came at length to 

fall upon this 3 whether or no, and 

how any Pope could exerciſe his 

Spiritual Juriſdiction over Tempo- 

ral Princes when after many and 

long Debates, where he {ti]] would 
be ſo impudent as to aflert 1t the 

Popes Right, and that by it he 

could upon occaſion Depoſe or 

otherwiſe deſtroy 'em if he 
thought fit, eſpeciaJly Hereticks; 

B-3 being 


The Dream. 


2 


Being tyr'd out with his bold and 
unmannerly Expreſſions againſt 


Kings and Oovernours z Having 
left him, I reſolv'd to retire my 
ſelf to my Couch to recolle&t my 
ſtragling thoughts, and bring 'em 
to their wonted decorum. On 


which, no ſooner was I laid, and | 


a Slumber ſeiz'd mine Eyes, but 
{trange and confusd Dreams ſt1]] 
troubled my Reſt, attended with 
ſtrange Fancies and unheard of 
Vifions, 1n that manner, that I 


thought nothing leſs than the | 


| dreadful day of Judgment ap- 
 proaching. In ſhort, ſometimes 
I faw the Graves opening, and de- 
| livering up their dead; ſometimes 
| agen ſtrange Farth-quakes attend- 
I ed with moſt frightful Succeſſi- 
Y ons of Thunder and Lightning: 


when loe on a ſudden this un- | 


= welcome Scene of Horrour and 


amazement being chang'd; the | 


8 Heavens clearing up, and a pro- 
found 


| 


; 


————- 


The Dream. 3 
found Silence and Tranquillity 


upon all things; I thought 'twou'd 
put a Period to my wonderz 
'twas then that mcthought at 
ſome little diſtance off, I ſaw a 
Multitude of a mix'd ſort of Peo- 
ple by degrees nearer and nearer 
approaching, when as at ſome 
ſmall diftance from me I heard 
'em all unanimoufly cry out with 
a loud Voice, Lis Vertne, let 
Chriſtianity, let the Church flou- 
riſh; but let the Popes, let the 
Cardinals, let Evil DoGrine dye. 
Upon this I ſaw ſeveral Kings and 
Prmces advancing, attended with 
the melancholick Retinue of di- 
ſturb'd Tombs and Sepulchres , 
who all were got out upon a 
doleful Triumph; but moſt of 
em were ſuch who had been de- 
ſtroy'd and kill'd by the Practi- 
ces of helliſh Monks, and damn'd 
kſuitsz Kings Excommunicated, 
Princes- depos'd, and murder'd 5 
B 4 Vir- 


4 The Dream. 
Virgins deflour'd and abus'd by 
men 1n Spiritual places ; all ready 
to offer up unanimouſly their 
Petition to Heaven againſt the | 
Pope, and calling importunately 
for Juſtice; and earneſtly re-. | 
queſting the Divine Power no | 
{ longer to acknowledg or protet | 
| that Church for his Spouſe, which | 
ſo long ſince, by reaſon of her | 
ſeveral ignominious and adulte- 
| rous Practices had merited a Di- | 
{ vorce. Upon this there being | 
| Silence for a Space, the Heavens | 
*& open'd, and from a Cloud of 
I Glory I heard-a Voice perfeQly 
| pronouncing as followeth : 
* Sons and Children by Adoption, 
" Great are the Diſcompoſures and 
= Miſchiefs which ariſe from an Un- 
= chaſt woman ; this even Heaven 
= it (elf cannot glory to be abſo- | 
 lutely free from; I my ſelf am 
8 .much- troubled and agriev'd at 
x the diſhoneſt aCtions of the 
| Church 


The Dream. &. 


Church of Rowe, my Spouſe; I 
well hop'd there might have been 
elr | a Reconcilement, but I find her fo 
| perverſe, and incorrigible, that: 
ly | with a firm Reſolution I intend a 
re- | Divorce; yet that to the end our 
no | Decree may have a ſufficient Foun + 
e& | dation,grounded as well upon the 
ch | Teſtimonies of the Living, as the 
\er | Depoſitions of the Dead; I will 
te. | once more ſend St. Paul down to 
Jj- | Earth, that he may hear and ex- 
rg | amine what the Sons of men can 
ns | alleadge againſt her : and foframe 
of j Aa Charge accordingly. The thing 
ly may prove diflicult I confeſs, be- 
cauſe ſhe uſes to palliate her fail- 
, ings, and perſecute all ſuch who- 
nd act againſt her proceedings;but we- 


n- do atſure our ſclves that the: ap-- 
en prov'd Vertue of St. Paul, which: 
95- | 1n times of old knew how to ſuffer: 
Im the Perſecutions of the wicked a- 


at gainſt the Honour of Chriſt, will not: 

he ſhrink a-whit in this Employment 

ch for his Service. B 5 St. 
| 


[ 


'6 


The Heavenly Divorce. 


Sf. Paul iz Humane Diſeniſe comes 
down to Earth to hear the Com- 
plaints of Mortals, ſteering his 
Conrſe towards Italy 5 but by the 
way caſually found a Writing, the 
1enor whereof followeth: and the 
Endorſement thus ; A Memoran- 
dum for all Chriſtian Princes, 
but eſpecially ſuch who are Prote- 
Ctours of the Reform'd Religion. 


Moſt Renowned 
Kings and Princes, 


' A Mongſt all the great Mo- 
A narchs and Emperours up- 
on Earth, You are they, who not 
only glory in having Chriſtianity 
among you, but hkewife in de- 
fending it hitherto from being E- 
clips'd by the {till increaſing Moon 
of the Ottoman Family ; an Ho- 
nour fit only for a Chriſtian to be 
crown'd with; and yet unleſs 
your Vigilancies are employ 'd, - 
WE 


SS... 33. Ro, Pl. Po. 


w hd 


RE WEE 209% i. Ms . 6 


home, as Publick Attempts from | 


hallowed Stratagems and devices, 


The Heavenly Divorce. 7 | 
well to preſerve her from Pri- | 
vate Confpiracies and Plots at | 


abroad, you may find 1n a very | 
ſhort time your Kingdoms reduc'd | 
under the yoke of one, who hath | 
far leſs Chriſtianity than a Baſ/a, | 
and conſequently lets Clemency. 

I need not here trouble you with | 
a catalogue of his Holineſs's un- 


[ by which he hath long fince 
made ſeveral Spiritnal Invaſions 
upon your: Rights, Fure Divino | 
of them, your Records bear am:- | 
ple teſtimony : beſides, to you 
this Writing was never meant by 
way of Information, but Memorial. 
As for ſuch Princes who profeſs a 
particular Protection to the Re 
form'd Chriſtian Religion ; it be- 
hoves you more eſpecially, to be 
very watchful in her. Defence. 
'Tis not of a few years paſt, that 
the Pope's Eye hath been fix'd 
upon 


8 The Heavenly Divorce. 


upon the Northern Stars, and his 
| Ambition elevated to the Meri-. 
| dian of Ergland it ſelf; claiming 
| Her unjuſtly, among others, as a 
Featherfall'nfromhbis Wing ; how 
many damn'd Plots and Contri- 
vances hath he either invented, 
or encouraged, to reduce her, 
and turn the Worſhip of the 
Temple of St. Pal, into that of 
St. Peter's? but Providence, ſtill 
an Enemy to Hypocrifie, never 
permitted it to go. further than 
the Deſign only. Let not there- 
fore your Deliv'rances render 
you ſecure, and think the Tem- 


nemies in your very Boſomes; 
Jeſuits who by Obligation, by 
Oath, are bound to your Deſtru- 
ion; to whom Aſlaſiinations of 
Kirgs, Murdering of Princes, and 
any ſort, of Villanies are lawtul, 
fo attended with Cruelty and 

| Blood 


peſt is blown off becauſe it ceaſes 
for a minute; you have ſt1]] E- | 


| 


| 
| 


o 2 4.x tae. Bei. hh. tha} 1% ee > &9 m4 
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The Heavenly Divorce. » 


Blood, [ Though we. never yet 

read that the greateſt Geographers 

ever yet found a Paſſage through 

the- Red-Sea into Chriſtendome.) 

What Emiſlaries are not in R#ſſza, 

Holland, Denmark and other Pla- 
ces, like Moles to undermine 
their Crowns : though I think 
Princes would very emphatically 
puniſh them, if, ſince, they are ſo 
good at it, they were all put to 
exerciſe their Faculty in the Cop- 
par-Mines all days of their Lives; 
or otherwiſe, which 1t may be 
wou'd pleaſe them better, that 
their deferv'd Canonization might 
be haſtn'd by ſome exquiſite ſud- 
dain death 5 maugre the frowns 
of the moſt Azti-Chriſtian King. 
By this means vou will not on] 

detend your own Sacred Perſons 
from the -Infolencies of Monks 
and Jeſuits, but always merit 
to be call'd, not ſolely Defenders 
of the Faith, but alſo, more de- 
; ſcrvedly, 


To The Heavenly Divorce. 


| ſervedly, challenge the Title of 
Moſt Chriſtian. 

St. Paul having found, and read 
this Paper; carries it with .him, 
intending, by that, and what 
Complaints he heard from Chrij- 
{tian Princes themſelves to form 
his Proceſs of Divorce againſt the 
Roman Spoule ; to that intent goes 
on to purſue his Journey. 


St. Paul advanceing firſt towards 
Loretto, whilſ# he paſs'd along 


a certain Village, he was call d in 
to confeſs a dying Cardinal, be 

- goes in and hears his Confeſſion, 
which was as followeth - 


_—_ feel the pangs of Death 
coming upon me; God ſum- 
mons me to fatisfy the laſt Debt 
of Humane Nature; my Soul find- 
ing her ſelf in theſe Extremities, 
trembles to appear before the 
Face 


under diſeniſe of a Fryar through | 


The Heavenly Divorce, 11 


Face of God, in regard ſhe is ſo 
full of carnal Pollutions. *'Tis 
ad | your Function to affiſt me in wa- 
m, | ſhing them off, whilſt theſe eyes 
at | of mine ſhall afford you Tears, - 
1- | and this panting Spirit, though 
m | ſtruggling under the aſfanlts of 
Ie | Death thall endeavour to declare 
Es | to you 1n ſhort, the ſum total of 
all my Offences. 

Know then as to my Birth 3 I was 
is | born but to a ſmall poor Fortune, 
S | but Nature who hath alſo her 
þ | Portion of Bleflings in this World 
(4 
e 


| to diſpenſe among her Children ; 
was pleas'd to endow this Body 
» | of mine, with ſuch Parts, that 
my Parents might well create to 
themſelves hopes of my future 
! | advancement in Rome; being, 
- | grown tothe Age of twelve years, 
not devoting my ſelf to any God 
* | but that of Ambition. I was 
> | coathdafter the mannerof an Ec- 
cleſiaſtick, to eſtabliſh a ſurer 
6, | Foun- 


T2 The Heavenly Divorce. 


Foundation for their hopes, I was 
put to ſerve a Cardinal. Now 
'tis a Rule that where the End is 
crooked, the Means tending thi- 
ther can hardly proſper; hence it 
comes to paſs that now a days in 
Rome, to arrive at the end of their 
deſignes, they do not make uſe of 
Learning and Virtue, the effects of 
a heavenly Vocation, as Means, 
but Courtſhip and Flattery the 
baſe part of that Intereſt, which 
hath only a proſpect of Worldly 
Advantages. I applid my partt- 
cular ſtudy to be a Proficient in 
\ the Ways and Faſhions of the 
| Court, which 1s nothing elſe, in 
ſhort, but to devote ones ſelf to 
pleaſe the great ones. He who 
| confeſſes muſt conceal nothing 3 
| but however be pleaſed O Holy 
| Father to imagine your ſelf, eve- 
ry thing, wherein an intereſsd 
and an ambitious man might ſin, 
| and ſuppoſe me guilty of all; thus 

you 
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punt guts 


The Heavenly Divorce. 13 


you will free my feeble Tongue 
from a weariſome and tedious 
Narration. Only this I will add, 
I knew very well how to infinu- 
ate my ſelf into the affections of 
the Prelate my Protector ; and he 
for my ſake was not 1ll reſpeted 
at Rowe. Penſions in the zaterinz 
fell down upon me in ſhowers ; 
which made me wonder, at that 
which the Ancients write of Jup:- 
ter, that he ſhou'd turn himſelf 
into a ſhower of Gold, only for 


| the ſake of Danaez, ſince now he 


ſo often did it for the fake of Ga- 
»ymede. This my youthful age 
was only free, I muſt confeſs, from 


thoſe Paſſions which generally uſe 


_ to tranſport youthful thoughts 3 


that is to ſay, from the love of 


Women. Not but that I have 


try'd ſome of 'em, but preſently 
withdrew : 1t ſeeming to me 
fomething ſtrange to be obliged 


to pray, who had ſo often been 
us'd 
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us d to be pray'd unto by others 
my ſelf. But that humour conti- 
mu'd not long, but alter'd with 
my Age : twas then, O then, 
that I intangled my ſelf in Love 
Aﬀairs ; and ſo in a Afhort 
time try'd what Adultery, For- 
nication and Inceſt were. In 
the mean time, I arrived to that 
Age which was capable of Pricſt- 
hood; when taking Holy Orders 


I iiv'd a little retir'd within my ' 


ſelf, being perſwaded to a mode- 
| ration of Life by that Syzderiſis, 
| that touch of Conſcience which 
| ſometimes naturally comes upon 
| one, and teaches us that reſped, 
which ought to be had to that 
Sacrament. But at Jaſt too much 
Familiarity turn'd into Contempt; 
| for whereas at firſt I began to fin 
with ſome Scruples, thoſe Scruples 
quickly vaniſh'd, thus my Con- 
ſcience at laſt began to be fo re- 
probate that Fornication, _ 
100 
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lion of the Heart, with other 
deadly Sins, and the Celebration 
of the Holy Maſs were in me ge- 
nerally the AC but of one and the 
fame Hour. Holy Father, 'twas 
no Sacrament, 'twas a Devil en- 
tred into my Soul when firſt I 
took up the Character of Prieſt. 
'Twas an inferna! Spirit that per- 
ſwaded me not to fear that Chriſt, 
which was daily to paſs through 
my hands; I found my (cf imme- 
diately diſpos'd to: all manner of 
Wickedneſs; and whereas at firſt 
no affection but Luſt moleſted 
me, now methought alt manner 
of Wickedneſs aſſayF'd me in a 
moment. Nor 1s it to be won- 
dered at; for if Judas betray'd 
our Saviour after he had eaten the 
Sop but once unworthily, though 
but once, much more muſt it be 
ſappos'd, that thoſe impious 
Prieſts, ſhould be inclin'd to all 
Profaneneſs, who every day re- 

celve 


Is The Heavenly Divorce. 


ceive the Sacramented Redeemer, 
peradventure more unworthily 
than Judas. Covetouſnels was 
my mlſeparable Companion; fo- 
mented chiefly by that Com- 
mand and Authority I began to 
have 1a the Church. Whilſt I ex- 
ercis'd the Office of Shepheard, I 
Jearnt quickly the Art to ſhear 
my Flock; all that belong 'd to 
the Subject was, me thought, 
created by Nature for the Ser- 
vice of my Aﬀections: my Favours 
were ſtill expos'd to the higheſt 
| Offerer; nor did I ever refuſe a 
| Preſent from the meaneſt Hand 
whatever: I wonder'd much at 
the Prieſts of the Old Teltament, 
who rejected many Oblations as 
unworthy the Sacrifice; and ſo 
concluded, becauſe the Times and 
Laws were alter'd, the Prieſts of 
the New Teſtament ought to re- 
ceive any thing offer d them. 
But this was nothing; for ef my 

art- 
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Pariſhoners did it not volunta- 
rily, I found wayes to extort it. 
I remember among other paſlages, 
taking occalion once to vilit a 
young Gentleman living within 
my Juriſdiction, I obſerved 1n his 
houſe ſome Pictures of good va- 
lue, and giving him an inckling 


' of my defire, he, with many hum- 


ble Complements, anſwer'd, that 
he ſhow'd be very unwilling to be 


_ diſpoflefled of them ; I remember 


this his denial, and having found 
out a way by means of the Holy 
Inquiſition, to clap him in Priſon, 
he preſented me with the Pictures, 
that he might be removed to a 
gentler Goal, and afterwards, for 
his Liberty, was forc'd to ſuffer 
a Confiſcation of the beſt part of 
his whole Eſtate : but fearing by: 


| his. Appeal to Rozze, this a&t of 


mine might be too narrowly 1n- 
ſpected, and fo I might run a ha- 
zard of the precipitation of my 

For- 
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Fortunes, not yet ſo firmly groun- 
ded, to accuſe my 1{tlf from after- 
claps, 1 call'd him unto me, and 
firſt rebuked him for his coaiſe 
Carriage towards me, which made 
me by right of that incumbency 
I held over him, to reform all 
Miſdemeanors, and teach him 


| vernours for the future. 1n fine, 
| for Reparation of his Loſles pals, 
| Ipromis'd him to point out a way 
| how he might be made Capable 
| to wear an Ecclefiaſtick habit, 
| and to aſcend to the Dignity of a 
| Prelate, for in the Roman State 
| among the Multitudes of their 
| Miſeries, they have no other 
| Comfort bur this, that they may 
eaſily arrive to ſuch a Condition 
| as may enable them to revenge 
| upon ſome others, the Wrongs 
| they receive themſelves. By theſe 
means I knew how to feather my 


Neſt fo well, that I return'd after- 
wards 


how to comply with Church-Go- * 


Ambition being to ſhew her ſelf 
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wards to Rome, where I livea con- 
ſpicuous Prelate, by introducing 
into my Houſe the ancient Pomp 
and Exceſs of the old Romans : [ 
parallel'd all others in Rich Hang- 
ings, magnificent Coaches, 1n 
the number of Grooms and Lac- 
queys, but eſpecially in the Mul- 
titudes of Courtiers, and gilded 
Muſitians: The greatneſs of Rozze's 


barbarous even in the Pomp of 
Eunuches, eleven Youths under- 
went the Martyrdome of Origez 
on purpoſe to devote themſelves 
to the Luxury of my Will. Poor 
Boyes |! by what a ſtrange Effet 
doth the Luſt of others make you 
chaſte? Whilſt Tled this ſplendid life, 
the Cardinal my ProteCtor came 
to the Popedomc, by this Exal- 
tation my hopes ſoar'd very high, 
nor was it long: e're I ſaw my ſelf, 
being a Crearire of the Popes, 
advanced to the Diguity of a Hat, 
| {o 
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ſo 1 mounted to the Degree of a 
Cardinal, wherein I now ſtand. 
Now had my voice {trength to 
unmask every particular, you 
would be {truck with amazement 
to diſcover a Lite ſo Impious, in 
the Perſons of them who glory in 
the Title of Chriſt's Diſciples. Tl! 
tel] you 1n a word, that from the 
time I obtaip'd the Cardizalſhip, 
I never kept Lext, I never recited 


my hours, I never confeſled- to ' 


| God, till now in theſe extream 
|  Agonics of my Sickneſs : ſuch be- 
ing the Cuſtome almoſt of all Car- 
dinals, who finding themſelves in, 
a poltuxe to aſpire to the Keys of 
Heaven, think perhaps one day 
to find a way to enter thereln, 
without any neceſlity of Good 
Works. . But woe is me ! I pcr- 
ceive now I have deviated from 
the way to Heaven, I diſcern 
too well by the Light of Divine 
Grace ( which I know not by 

£2 | what 
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what Exceſs of Virtue, may pleaſe 
to ſave me notwithſtanding ) that 
to lead an Eccleſiaſtick life, as *tis 
now accuſtom'd, is nothing at all 
to live a Chriſtian. But if Pa- 
gans, yea, Atheiſts, perceiving their 
own Errours, have hopes of Sal- 
vation, why ſhould I deſpair ? 
this is the only Argument of my 
hopes, | although I think the Sal- 
vation of an Infidel much more 
ealte than that of a perverſe Chri- 
ftian}] becauſe my Soul finds at 
this very moment, that the Un- 
derſtanding 1s more eafily i[tumi- 
nated, than the Will humbled and 
reify'd , being too tenacious of 
her Delights in thoſe Pleaſtres, 
which ſhe muſt now relinquiſh 
with the Hat. But Father my Spi1- 
rits fail me; give m2 Abfolution ; 
for I feel my (elf upon the point 
of Expireing. 
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of, Paul having abſolu'd the Cardi- 
al, upon his departure met with 
an Angel, who after ſome Saluta- 
tons relates to him what he had 


beard in a Parlatory of Nunns 


as followeth. 


| On know already, O Apo- 
| {tle of God, that I am one 
of thoſe Angels, which never de- 
ſcended before on Earth, and if 
in ſtrange Countries the curious 
Mind of the Paſlenger defires to 
ſatisfie it ſelf, I confeſs that among 
other things that I coveted to ſee 
one was a Monaſtery of Ninns, 
who were ſo much ſpoken of in 
Heaven that I took them to be 
Angels on Earth. Being come 
therefore to one of the prime Cit- 
ties in [taly, I aſſum'd the form of 
a Traveller, and ſo enter'd at the 
privateſt hour I could into a Me- 


wacal Parlatory: I found at the 
Windows 
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Windows a young Naz which 
had no other Bufineſs it ſeems, 
but to watch for the coming by 
of ſome body or other; ſhe ſcarce 
eſpy'd me when ſhe ask'd me an 
Account .ot my Country, and 
what fancy causd me to traverſe 
the World up and down 1n that 
manner; I bethinking my ſelf of 
Heaven, anſwer'd, my Country, 
Gentle Siſter, 1s too far diſtant 
from this' place, and whereunto 
but few of this Region ever ar- 
rive. As for my Fancy that leads 
me hither, 1t is no.other than Cu- 
nolity, which often induces ramb- 
ling youth to ſlight the Advanta- 
ges of their own native Countries 
to ſee others : fooliſh Youth, that 
knoweſt not the Value of thine 
own ſoil but in, another; then I 
added, happy are they who never 
departing from within the Para- 
diſe of theſe Holy Walls, ſcem. as 
lo many Angels alwayes appear- 
C2 ' 1ng 
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10g bfore the Face of God. She 
being as full of Wit as Beauty, 
an{wer'd me thus, O how many 
of us would willingly change our 
Paradiſe for your Peregrination, 
why then do you ſ6 unjuſtly com- 
plain of your Travels, which be- 
ing nothing elſe but the motions 
of 4 civil Life, cannot chooſe but 
beſo much the ſweeter to eleva- 
| ted Souls, by how much the high- 
| cr the Movements of their Souls 
| are. Behold ſaid ſhe the Sun, be- 
| Hold the Planets, which never ſtay- 
| Ing in one place, delight to be 
| continual Travellers through the 
Heavens. I being- much taken 
with the Vivacitie of this Spirit of 
hers, reply'd; *tis'true Lady, the 
Sun, and the Planets are 11 a 
conſtant Peregrination 3 but in 
Heaven there are fix'd Stars tO0, 
which becauſe happily they are 
more noble, are ſuperiour to the 


other, and conſequently _ 
the 
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the Throneof the Almighty; you 
Nunns then who in the Service of 
God are always fix'd in one 
Place, like the fix*'d Stars, may 
more than any other Mortalscom- 
fort your ſelves, with the Afſu- 
rance of being nearer God. The 
beauteous Maid ſigh'd at theſe 
Words, and: then anſiver'd: God, 

| deny not, dwels near the fi- 
xed Stars, but not to deſperate 
Souls. And now you do really 
give a Teſtimony of your being a 
Stranger, that you are ſo 1gno- 
rant of our Condition. The Cru- 
elty of our Parents, together with 
our evil deſtiny hath penn'd, us 
np here for ever; the Church of 
Rozre concurring hereunto by ad- 
mitting any pretext whatſoever ;; 
bear with me Sir that ſheak. in 
this manner. *Tis a hard fate to 
be born to ſuffer perpetual Impriz 
ſonment, when we ſee that all 
other living Creatures haye the 


G1 whole 
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whole World to ſolace themſelves 


the very Infants fly from, when 
they {ally out of their Mothers 
Wormbs, before they have ſcarce 
| any Scnſe of Life, we are forc'd 
to endure, after Nature hath g1- 
ven us a perfect uſe of our Sen- 
ſes, and of Life, and. the know- 
| TJedge of our Miſeries, The de- 
| ftiny of that Mortal muſt needs be 
[ a hard ore, who 1s born to live 
} 1n a reſtleſs Infelicity. This Cloy- 
| fter which impounds our Liberty, 
{ 15 not as you may imagine a Pa- 
| radiſe; for in Paradiſe dwels no 
Diſcontentment : no,rather a Hell, 
where in the flames of -unextin- 
outſhable deſires, the-natural Af- 
feftions of our Humanity are con- 
| demn'd to perpetual Torture : 1 
will not ſtand to tell you the reaſon 
why our Parents are ſoinhumane- 
ty Cruel towards us; that's too 


well known already, who to ſave 
that 


1; and that Priſon which we ſee 


the Will, which 1s ſo acceptable 
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that dowry due to our Sex, con- 
demn us to theſe Walls, to be de- 
priv'd for ever of any worldly. 
delight, for no other Cauſe, but 
that we are born Women. Yet you 
muſt know, this impriſonment 
does not take away thoſe carnal 
Aﬀections of ours, which perhaps 
may be cover'd, but never quench'd 
in theſe religious habits you ſee 
us now in. Nor can this Kind of 
life conduce to Heaven, confi- 
dering there's no concurrence of 


to the Almighty, we are rather 
deſtin'd to an Abyſs, by a Courſe 
quite contrary to our Genius, be- 
ing bereaft even from that com- 
mon Priviledge of all the World, 
that 1s,*to go to Hell what way 
they moſt fancy. In times of old, 
twas the Cuſtom to [lay the Vi- 
aim firſt, before 'twere offer'd u 
to. God; becauſe perhaps the 
principal Seat of carnal Aﬀecti- 
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ons lying in the blood, 'twas not 
thought fit to offer up any Sacri- 
fice which was not fiſt purg'd by 
Effuſion of the ſame : but this ts 
not obſerved here among us by 
| our Parents, who are ſtil] full 
. of Blood and our Carnal Paſh- 

ons; how then can we believe it a 
| grateful Sacrifice to the Almigh- 
ty? And if not grateful], conſider 
what deſpair our Souls are plung d 
in, whilſt we ſee our ſelves outed 
| of the World here, without any 
aſſurance of Heaven hereafter : 
| and thus are forc'd headlong into 
| Hell, through a kind of ſuppos'd 
Innocence. If Chriſt dyed to 

bring us to this miſerable Condi- 
| tion, how much better had it 
|. been for us he had not dyed at 
{ all : be not offended, I beſeech 
| you, at my words 5 for the 
| @ ongues of the damn'd can pro- 
| duce nothing but blaſphemies 3 
| yet we know Chriſt had no hand 
il 
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in theſe our misfortunes ; for the 


Freedom and Enlargement of poor 
Souls, not their Captivicy. The 
Popes are 1n fault, who, confent- 
ing to the cruel Covetouſneſs of 
our Parents, convert the Keys of 
Paradiſe into thoſe of a Priſon. 
'Twas not Chriſt, but theimpie- 
ty of: Herod, that by reaſonof the: 
Humanation of our Saviour ,. 
caus'd ſo many [:nocents to beſlain.. 
Behold, ourcaſe ina mannerparal- 
Jel to thcirs 3 for we being yet 
Innocents, under the mark of Ho- 
lines, are {egregated and- cut-off 
from the Society-.of the Living, 
there being no difference 'twixt 
us and them, but this, that they 
dyed before Burial, and we are 
Buried before we are Dead: Non 
can our Innocence or. Fears pre 
vail any thing 3 nor are thoſe Psi- 
vileges ſuthcient which Nature 
hath granted theſe Faces of ours 
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Angels] to implore Pity or Suc- 
cour; having found the Church 
| of Rowe fo ungrateful: for we 
| know very well the time was, 
| when St. Peter was freed by an 
| Angel out of Priſon, but now by 
| way of Gratitude his Succeſſors 
| | impriſon the very Angels them- 
| {elves: but whither does my Paſ- 
| fion tranſport me? Alas! the 
| Name of Angel ſuites not with 
our Condition , leſs with our 
| Works, for though weare brought 
[ 5n hither perhaps Innocents, yet 
| we cannot preſerve our ſelves ſo 
long. Religion, the chicf cauſe 
of our Impriſonment is not at all 
regarded, but deteſted among 
| fome of us; Vanity, and effemi- 
nate Wontoneſs abounds with us; 
together with Curioſity and the 
defires of Knowledge of worldly 
affairs in the Exceſs: Ambition, 
Envy, Diſcord, and Hatred are 
never 


| 
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[for which perhaps you ſtyl'd us 
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Law nor Vow, but out of pure 
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never wanting among us: laſtly, 
we obſerve neither Conſtitution, 


Neceflity. But what ſhall I fay 
of that Virgin-Chaſtity, the pre-- 
ſervation of which 1s generally 
ſuppos'd the cauſe of our Imprt- 
ſonments; Tle leave that for you. 
to imagine, Modeſty not permit-- 
ting me to enlarge farther upon 
that point; Tle only fay this, we: 
ſeek out all ways poſlible to com- 
mit Outrages and Abuſes againſt: 
it, and not without reaſon net- 
ther, for if that hath chiefly been 
the Cauſe of retrenching our EL 
berties 1n this manner, we ough 
to bend our greateſt Forces to be 
reveng'd of our chicfeſt Enemy: 
here the beauteons Num bluſt 
and broke off her Diſcourſe. 
confels unto you O holy Pa 
had I had a Heart capable- of cat 
nal Aﬀections I ſhould doubtleſ 
have tenderly reſented the Mife 
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ry of this poor diſcontented Soul: 
but Compaſiion is vain, where 
Pow'r of Afſhſtance is wanting; 
therefore I held it expedient to 
take my leave, that I might not 
imbitter her Paſtions unto her: 


when I came in hither firſt, moſt 
fair Nun, I took you all for {o 
| many Seraphims, but now the un- 
happieſt Creatures under Heaven, 
| Were it permitted me to help 
{ you, I aſlire you, I wou'd fling 


q largement ; but ſince that's not 
S lawful, let this be your Comfort, 
I that Heaven 1s reſerv'd for your 
Sufferings ; and though you pro- 
teſt not to ſuffer for Chriſt, yet 
he 1s ſo merciful that he can give 
Beatitudes even to thoſe Cyreneans 
who carry his Croſs, though 
forc'd thereunto : And I dare a{- 
ſare you, if you gain not Heaven 
as Virgins, you will as Mart P. 
t. 


but at my departure I told her, 


{| down theſe Walls for your En- 


"7 ZD_— 
cy  _— 


—_— D_ nn DD DYES” 


The Heavenly Divorce. 33 


St. Paul meets with a Maronet Paſ- 


ſenger, who had taken a Journey 
from Mount Libanus in Syria, 
to ſee Rome 5 and was returning 
home wards, S$t. Paul examining 
of his Countrey, &c. he gives him 
this following Account. 


| Y Countrey 1s Armenia; the 
cauſe which brought me 

to Jtaly, was no other than a 
defire to jearn the true Tenets of 
the Catholick Doctrine, whichzin 
our Region 1s adulterated with 
ſuch a multiplicity of SeCts, that 
they confound one another. Tis 
cleven years now fince I have. 


+ been in Europe, having ſojourned 


longeſt in Rome, being led thi- 
ther by Fame, which moſt times 
repreſents things otherwiſe than 
truly they are. I imagin'd at firſt 
Rome, as {he pretends, to. be the 
Head ſupreme of Chriſtianity, as 
berg 
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being the School of SanCtity, and 
pattern of Vertue; and truly as 
| for outward ſhew T was not at all fi 
deceiv'd ; the Magnificence of | 1; 
her Temples, the great number | + 
of Pardons and Indulgences, the | { 
Confluences of People to Church, | 6 
and Pilgrimages to Holy places; | jr 
ſtamped within me a very great .| 
Opinion of the Roman Faith : but | ,, 
afterwards obſerving the Lives | T 
and Luxury of the Cardinals | but | 
little agreeing with Chriſt's Do- | x. 
oo ] I aſcrib'd the cauſe ofmy | 7 
miſtake, rather to-my own Igno- | « 
s rance, than want of Religion in | 1 
others ; but ſeriouſly conſidering, | 
TI found out my Errour, I ob- | « 
ſerv'd 1n proceſs of time, that the | þ 
Romiſh Religion conſiſted more in | y 
Ceremonies than any thing elfe: | n 
as for the reſt, examine it, youl ' y 
find it tending chiefly towards | R 
Objc&ts of private Intereſt and | 1 
and Temporal benefit ; Profit —_ EC 
FR. 
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Delight are the two Poles where- 
upon the Globe of Rowiſh De- 
ſigns wheel about : if Chriſt and 
his Law are worſhip'd by them, 


| *tis not for the right End, but for 


ſome Worldly Intereſt : you'l 
find all wickedneſs centring tt ſelf 
in this City, and what's worſe, 
under ſpecious pretences of Holi- 
neſs. Their Pomp goes for Church- 
Decorum ;, their Ambition, under 
the title of Majeſty 3 their Ty- . 
ranny, under the ſemblance of 
Zeal ; Abominable Luſtful A&i- 
ons are introduced among *em 
under the mantle of Spiritual Re- 
creations. Adulation hath found- 
ed here her Palace: for you ſhall 
hear it moſt impudently preach'd 
up, that the Pope cannot err; 
notwithſtanding his Actions are 


very Errour it felf. Tell me, O 
| Reverend Fryar, if the Pope can- 


not Err, wherefore are there De- 


| 


| Crees and Ordinances of Councils 


zin{tt- 
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1n{tituted , *twere enough to' be 
regulated by his Will alone, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of any Synod, or 
attending any Rules from the uni- 
verſal . ſuffrage of Chriſtiamty ; 
but to diſcover unto you my true 
meaning, I hold, that fince the 
Eccleſiaſticks ſee they cannot fit 
the Pope to the Laws, they ſtrive 
to fit the Laws to the Pope. So 
impudent and ſhamelcſs are they, 
that being dandled by Ambition, 
' they tranſport St. Peters Seat from 
Caves to Thrones of Gold; de- 
claring this Magnificence neceſla- 
ry for the Dignity of the Church, 
topether with theſe worldly Do- 


minions, ſo expreily forbidden by 


Chriſt. Poor Church, to what 
State thou art reduc'd! the Time 
was when the Clergy were reve- 


renc'd for the Sanftity of ther / 
Lives and Profoundneſs of Do- 


Ctrine, and. for the fame of their 
Miracles; but now their reſpect 1s 
found: 
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founded uport Government and 
Greatneſs. But to compals this 
worldly Grandeur, founded chic- 
fly on Baſes of Gold, what un- 
lawful paths have they not trod- 
den? What Iniquity 1s not pra- 
isd 2 The Law of Chriſt being 
made the Law of Cruelty, Ruine, 
and Rapine. O how deploreable 
are theſe times, were they but 
compar'd with thoſe of the An- 
cients 5 yea even when the 
World had not the Light of the 
Goſpel! Then if an Alexander 
role up who ambitiouſly ſnatch'd 
at ev'ry thing, Nature who 1s a 
friend to Counterpoiſes, created 
a Philoſopher, who vglorying in 
his Poverty contemn'd the Poſleſ- 
{tons of all tranſitory Princes; but 
now among Chriſtians if a Pope 
ſtarts up who unſatiably graſps at 
all, we find not Vertue hath ſuch 
a force as to diſpoſe any Eccleſia- 
ſtick to ſhew an Example of that 
Poyetty. 
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poverty which 1s commanded him 
by Heaven. Good Fryar if you 
ever were within the Dominions 


niſh'd at the Abominations where- 
with the Worſhip of God 1s dai- 
ly profan'd. 


preach'd in their Pulpets but Pa- 
| radoxes; Delight, Harangue, 
| and. Quaintneſs of Expreſſion be- 
4 ing the only Scope of their Dif- 
y courſes. Thus the Ears of the 
{ Auditors being tickl'd, the Col- 
s lections generally are greater, 
which under the name of Alms is 
drein'd from the Audience. But 
their Sacrilegious Greedinels {tops 
not here, you ſhall oftentimes ſee 
| lame Miracles publiſh'd for Gain, 
and thoſe inſpir'd Fathers uſe cer- 
tain Acts of Conjuration, rather to 
draw Mony out of your Purſe, 
than caſt Devils out of the Body. 
You ſhall often fee old neglected 


Images 


of the Church you would be aſto- 


There you ſhall hear nothing 


| 
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Images become miraculous of a 
ſudden to enrich the Ecclcftaſtick 


Profetlors, deluding by this, the | 


Simplicity of thoſe, who hold 
that the doing of Miracles being 
loſt in men 1s retir'd into Stones 
and Statues. In fine the abuſes 
of their Coveteonſneſs and Rapacity 
are ſuch that I prognoſticate the 
reality of their Faith 1s not long 
livd; for we read Chriſt ſarviv'd 
not long upon Earth, when he 
was put between two Thieves. 
Some Divines are of Opinion 
that when the Hoſt begins to 
moulder the divine Prefence im- 
mediately departs from the Eu- 
chariſt, Now if ſo be that Chriſt 
cannot ſtay, not the leaſt moment 
in corrupted bread, how can we 
imagine that he will ſtay amongſt 
a corrupt People? Friend if your 
Salvation be dear unto you, ne- 
ver go to Rome, go rather to the 


remoteſt parts of [ndia, whither 
they 
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they fay Vertue and Relipion are 
fled, perhaps to be the more re- 
mote from Roxze. One cannot 
abide in this City without endan- 
gering ones Faith; take warning 
by me, who, having left the Maho- 
metans to learn to be a Catholick, 
do now intend to return again 


with full reſolutions to turn Tyrk, | 


— 


St, Paul afterward purſuing kis Jonr- 


y, comes to Rome, where at the 
Ocave thereof ke meels with the 
Guardian Anzel of Pope Urban 
the Eighth, who gives him the fol- 
lowing account of kis ſtanding 
there, 


Stand here, O Holy Paul, to 
| || ouard the Gates of this City, 
| ſince 'tis not in my Power to exe- 
cute my Office upon the Saul of 
Urban: T find it impoſſible to bri- 
dle the Capricheos of his Brain - 
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[ have try'd all means imaginable 
to reduce him to Reaſon, but can- 
not do it: therefore I will no 
longer expole to ſcorn Divine In- 
ſpiration, but intend to take my 
flight from hence to give an ac- 
count of the Deviations of his 
Soul, and to ſupplicate the Divine 


| Majeſty. that I may bedisburden'd 
from ſo heavy a Charge, which in 


a manner hath difcompos'd my 
whole evangelical State. 'T1s a 
great happineſs I confeſs to be 
made an Angel; but for him who 
knows how troubleſome the 
Guardianſhip of Souls is, eſpeci- 
ally when we meet with refracto- 
ry humours, as in that of Qr- 
ban's, he would perhaps rather 
chooſe th' Eſtate of man, who 
baving travell'd over this lower 
World only, goes afterward in 
Peace to heavenly Enjoyments. 
But I repine not, yet you may I- 
magine I am ſomewhat mov'd; 

| nat 
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Duty according to my will. 'Tis 
twenty years now ſince Crbay 
held the Papacy, whence one may 


eaſily' calculate how few are be- | 


hind; if 1t be true what's com- 
monly ſpoken that no Pope ſhall 
ſee as many days as Peter ; but if 
I may tel] my Thoughts, I believe 
he who foretold that ſeem'd to 
propheſie, that none ſhouJd ſee 
the Church of God in that State 
of Chriſtian perfeCtion, as it was 
in the Days of Peter, generally 
Age is wont to check thoſe Paſli- 
ons which in Youth were us'd to 
laſh out, ſtriving to acquire: to 
It's ſelf by a true Repentance the 
SanQuary of Divine Grace; ever 
ready to receive the diſtreſſed; 
but to my great Aſtonithment, O 
- Paul, QOrban the Eighth, the older 
he grows, the looſer he lives; 
and the nearer he approaches to 


Death, the farther he gocs from 
good 


not ' being able to peiform my | 


dom reflects upon the Incumben- 
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ood Works. He delithts exceſ- 
foely in pleaſing his Nephews, 
nor does he ſtudy any thing ſo 
much as their Intereſt. He ſel- 


cy of-his Charge, or if perhaps at 
any time he may have ſome flight 
thoughts of his Duty, he know- 
eth well enough the Relation be- 
tween the Papacy and his Perſon ; 
yet he flatters himſelf with the 
concett, that the Papacy 1s more 
bound to ſerve him, than he the 
Papacy. He mortally hatcs the 
Memory of his many Excefles, the 
moſt effectual means whereby we 
are usd to tame the proudeſt 
Souls; he will never think on 
Death ; or if perhaps ſometimes | 
he does, by converting the Phi- 
ſick into Poyſon, he applies his | 
Thoughts preſently how he may | 
agerandize his Family before he if 
goes. If I ſhou'd tell you how i 
often I found him chimerizing | 

| with- 
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within himſelf how he might make 
the Popedom Elective, and to 
depend no more upon the Conſi- 
{tory but ſolely upon the Perſon 
Regnant, that he might eſtabliſh 
it in his Poſterity, you would 
Itand amaz'd at thoſe ſtrange Ima- 
ginations that poſſeſs the Mind 
even of Chriſt's Vicar. But I 
could wiſh that ſuch attempts 
wou'd terminate in the Vanity of 
the Deſign; they end moſt com- 
monly in more practical ReſoJuti- 
ons,by dreining the Patrimony of 
| St. Peter to enrich their own How- 
| ſes with the ſpoyles of the Holy 
| Church: but their Coveteouſnels 
| ſtops not here: he eſteems but 
| little the Millions of Gold ſnatch'd 
| from the Altar, to leave his Ne- 
phews the Poſleſtion of an Inde- 
pendant Principaleit y,where they 
may Jay up the il gotten TIro- 
phics of their own Rapines; there 
was ever yet in the world a great- 
cr 


| he dares not truſt to that, for if 


| Luca; but it being a ſmall State, | 
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er number of ſuch who wiſh to be 
Princes, then Principalities 3 hence 
to purchaſe them from the tenact1- 
ous hands of others; force muſt 
be' neceſſarily us'd, ſince hardly 
any Reaſon will perſwade any 
man to lay down freely the Right 
of Dominion; which makes Or- 
ban the Eighth uſe violent means 
to inveſt his Nephews in other 
Princes Eſtates. I could tell you 
of ſome further Deſigns of his. 
He often reckons upon the King- 
dom of Naples; but finds the En- 
terprize fuller of Defire than 
Hope ; hethinks upon the Dutchy 
of Millan liſtning to the Offers 


of ſome Tramontane Prince, but 


others ſhou'd come in for a ſhare, if 
he could not leave all to the Bar- WW 
berini, He fix'd his Eyes upon W 


he feares the benefit will not || 


countervail his Charge. He hath 
D a 
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' a Moneths mind to Mirandoli, 
but it being feudary to the Em- 
Plre, and a place that breeds ſome 
Jealouſie *'twixt the neighbouring 
Princes, he is afraid to draw Ger- 
many or Lombardy upon his Back. 
Laſtly he turns his Eyes upon 
Parma, and this Defign being 
ſuppos'd leſs difficult, by the Ad- 


* vantage of ſome Pretences, he 


purpoſes to . deprive the poor 
. Duke [ beginning with Caſtro] of 
| all his Poſſeſhons. I often put 

him in Mind how much it unbe- 
| came Biſhops and Prelates of the 
Holy Church, who make Profeſi- 
on of a Life much different from 
the Sword-man, to change the 
| Crofier into Muſquet-reſts, and 
their Mitres to Murrions. I put 
before his Eyes the ſcandal that 
would rebound to all Chriſten- 
dom thereby, the ſcorn of Infi- 
dels, and the danger the whole 


Church would incur ; foretold by 
OUT 
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our Saviour, who ſayes politive- 
ly, that every Kingdom divided 
within it's ſelf hath it's Diſſolutte 
on near at. Hand: but alas, all's in 
Vain to tell Pope Urbaz all this, 
who aimes at ev'ry thing but the 
Indempnity. of the Church! find- 
ing theſe Arguments of little force, 
I urg'd Nature to him : alleadg- 
ing that th' Events of War -were 
—kious and dangerous: to raiſe 
in him thereby ſome apprehenſt- 
ons of Fear; but Nature could 
little, Reaſon leſs, the Inſpiration 
of an Angel nothing at all over 
the capritious Brain of his, unſany 
ctify'd Holinefs, Who now .en- 


Armiger in the very Declination 
of his Age, and take up, Arms 
when he ſhould thipk of layi 

down his Life; and what's worſe 
he thinks he acts rationally; ſo 
that Urban never doth what he 
believes, but believes in what he 
| D 2 does. 
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does. In ſo much that when he 
tears [taly in pieces and haraſles 
Chriſtian Princes for his own Ad- 
vantage, he publiſheth his Acti- 
ons to be juſt, and his Intentions 
holy; and that all tends to the 
Service of God, and the publick 
Good. But I omit many of his 
Extravagances 3 once he had a 
Reſolution not to give any Satis- 


Chriſtendom. 

At other times he refolv'd to 
| create no more Cardinals : it may 
| be to merit the more from the 
Church of God, by aboliſhing ſo 
perverſe a Generation. Now, O 


can ſuffer greater Contempts than 
theſe, tell me. Therefore deſpair- 
ing of his Amendment, I have gt- 
ven over my charge of his Per- 
ſon, and make my return towards 
Heaven. 


After 


faction at all to the Princes of 


Holy Paxl, if a Tutelar Angel 
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After this, St. Paul goes to Rome, 
but an accident happen'd there 

. which forcd him to fly; in his 
flight he lights with another An- 
gel, with whom he diſcourſes as 
follows. | 


Ou come, O Heavenly Meſ- 

. ſenger, peradventure with 

an Expreſs from Divine Majeſty 
that I ſhou'd avoid Roxze, but 
fee I have done it already, for 
Divine Inſpiration outruns- the 
flight of Angels. But tince now 
we are out of her Walls let's re- 
poſe a while, and I will tell you 
the unexpected cauſe of my haſty 
Departure. You know, O Holy 
Angel, that I was ſent to Earth to 
hear the Complaints of Mortals | 
here below, and to form a Proceſs 
againſt this adulterous Spouſe the | 
Church of Rowe; 1 lighted to this WF 
purpoſe in many places, where f 
| D 3 having. 
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| People her diflolute Deport- 
ments, to confirm the Truth of 
what I had heard, I refolv'd to 
viſit Rome, T paſs'd at firſt up and 
down 1n a Fryars Surplice, where 
as I went through a little Village, 
T was call'd in to confeſs a dying 
Cardinal, which gave me: warn- 
ing that by my habit they took 
me for a Religious Perſon; ſo 
fearing leſt entring Rozve T might 
according to Cuſtom be de- 
manded- to ſhow my Orders; 
IT hereupon - to avoid lyeing , 
thought: it fit to lay by my 
Surplice and put on my Sword; 
ſo I came to Rome, intending to 
lodge in ſome Convent of Fry- 


ſelves into worldly Afﬀairs more 
than ſeculars themſeves, I thought 
there I might have an exact In- 
formation. of all things, eſpecial- 


ly fince freedom of Speech 1s 
re- 


having underſtood by all forts of | 


ars, who uſing to intrude theme 
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retird now into Cloyſters for 
more Security, in regard of the 
extream Rigour us'd againſt ſuch 
who ſpeak any thing againſt the 
Court. The Monaſtery where 
I lodg'd was famous for the Stu- 
dy of Learning, and fo fre- 
quented by 'many very Learn- 
ed men; but the greateſt Con-_ 
courſe was of Strangers, who ſo 

abound in Roxe of all Nations: 

where deſiring to know what 
Opinion Forreiners had of the 
Church of Rome, I diſputed of- 
ten upon fome point of Religt- 
on. There hapn'd to come there 
a Turk ſometimes, to hear Ta- 


Diſputants, than to inform his 
Judgment; whereupon I ask'd 
him his Opinion of Chriſtian Re- | 
Iigion, who beyond all Expecta- 
tion, anſwer'd as follows: | 
Sayes he, among the Tzrks 1t i 
is held for a certain truth that | 
D 4 God 


| 
| 
[ 
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God favours thoſe people moſt, 
where he is truly ado1'd; ſo from 
the proſperity of the Turkiſh 
Empire we infer our Faith to be 
good, and the Obſervance there- 
of not difpleaſing to God. Touch- 
ing the Chriſtian Religion, we 
have an Opinion, that ſhe was 
not Evil till ſhe was adultera- 
| ted by Chriſtians themſelves :- 
| but in the State ſhe now is at 


Rome, we believe her to be abo- 


| minable to God Almighty, eſpe- 
| cially ſince we fee of late ſhe 


| annihilates, and moulders away, 


| by her own inward, and endleſs 
|. Diſcords and Diviſions. 


Such was the Concluſion of 


| the Tyrk, which made me not a 
little to wonder, to find even 
| thoſe who profeſs not much 
| Knowledge, to be able to de- 
| duce from far fetch'd Principles 
| Conſequences {o near the Truth. 
Having had his Opinion, I went 
on 
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| Rome ſhews he underſtands not 


C.| 

for he who cenſures her here in | 
ij 
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on in a further ſcrutiny; and I 
fell to expoſtulate with a Greek,, 
who fatisfy'd me thus: ſayeshe, 

| The Roman and Greek Churches 
are Siſters both of one and the | 
ſame Father, but the C2reek 1s 
the firſt born; however I know 
not by what wyles the Romar 
hath got the birth-right: for this: 
Reaſon they live in perpetual 
Feuds and Diſguſts one with: 
the other; but the one enjoyes: 
the Polleſſion of all her pater-- 
nal Goods, whereas the other: 
lives like Eſax, excluded, and: un-- 
der the Dominion of others. 
Tonching the particular Cu-- 
ſtoms of the Roman Church,. or. 
her Opinions I fay nothing : 


his own Danger, and he who ap-Þ 
proves of' them, underſtands not 
the. Chriſtian Religion. 


D 5. 
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. Thus. the Greek fatisfy'd , my 
Demands. The next wasa French 
21a, Whoſe conceit of the Roman 
Religion I underſtand as follows, 
ſayes he, 

The name of the Church of 
Rome 1s reverd by moſt of the 
Kingdom of France, but the Wil 
dom of our Governours hath ne- 
| ver ſuffered the Pope to extend 
| the Right of Predomination over 
the Alpes, which hedoth exerciſe in 
Italy; for our Policiesare ſupport- 
ed by particular Gallican Rites: 
and the Reaſon 1s, becauſe the 
| French being naturally Impati- 
| ent, and ' now that near half 
France, (to withdraw it ſelf 
from under the Roman Yoak ) 
is infeded with Hereſie 3 cer- 
tamly if the Pope ſhould exer- 
ciſe his Juriſdiction upon the 
Conſcicnces .of thoſe fpriteful 
People, and make ufe of the 
Tyranny be does in Utaly, - 
Ic 
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reſt of that great Kingdom 
would fall from him quite. Such 
were the Thoughts of the French 
Monſieur, which ſtirr'd up m me 
by way of Oppoſition a Curio- 
ſity of hearing what the Spaniard 
could fay: nor was it difficult 
for me to obtain my Deſires for, 
meeting with a Noble-man of Se- 
vil, I got acquainted with him 
in the Convent, and he gave 
me this following Satisfaction. 
Friend, to ſerve you I will 
ſpeak beyond the Cuſtom of 
our Nation, with all Integrity 
of Heart. The Reverence whictks 
the Sparards hold for the Ro- 
man Church may be conlider'd 
either as to the inward or out> 
ward part thereof: if you: ask | 
me of the inward Reverence, ſup- } 
poſe 1t not unlike that of other | 
People who are knowing 1n her | 
Cuſtoms | the Spaniards being: | 
apt to. elteem all things as they 
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are in Value: but if you ask 
me of the outward, know, that 
_ the Spaniſh Nation in external ap- 
pearance ſhew themſelves ver 
obſervant to the Church of Rowe, 
becauſe having found her alwayes 


moſt partial to the intereſt of the 


Crown of Spaiz, they hold them- 
| ſelves in Gratitude bound to 
correſpond with her at leaſt 1 
outward Obfervance. My King 
knows full well how available; 
for deprefling the ſufpefted great- 
neſs of his Subjects hath been 
the pretext of the Holy Inquiſi- 
tion: He lives mindful. of the 
Readineſs of the Court of Rowe 
alwayes to deny Abſolution to 
the Houſe of Boxrbox, until he 
| had corformd himſelf to the 
Auſtrian ſatisfaction. Laſtly he 
knows to this very hour, how 
ſerviceable the crafty Jeſuits have 
been at turns in ev'ry: pa:t to 
dilate the bounds of the Ca- 
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ilian Empire, ſo that upon 
theſe Conſiderations, the Spanr- 
ards hold themſelves oblig'd to. 
reverence the Church of Rome, 
at leaſt m outward appearance, 
were ſhe ten times worſe than 
the is. Thus ended' the Spani- 
ard: when my Diligence, which 
defiſted not 1n procureing all 
punctual Advertiſments on this 
Subje&t, led'me to diſcourſe ar 
Engliſh man, who gave me this i 
modeſt Anſwer: Said he, | 
Sir, I am a declared Enemy againſt | 
the Church of Rome, therefore I iſ 
preſume my words will bear but | 
| 


ou have a deſire to underſtand 
what refpect this Church hath: 
Northwards. read our DoGors, 
and then perhaps your Curioſity} 
may be fully ſatisfied. | 

Thus in Rome I endeavour'dſ 
to perfect the Proceſs commit-f | 
ted to my charge againſt the AJﬀ 


dulterouf 


J 
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dulterous Spouſe 3 and paſling 


| pen'd, knew me, and began to cry 


truly he is come but in an 1ll 
time from Heaven, to view the 
Eſtate of that Church for which 
he ſhed ſo much ſweat : Good 
Saint ! what Motives brought 
him hither 2 Was it to fee how 
his Labours fructify'd ?. Ah ! the 
pure grains of that Doctrine 
which his Eloquence ſow'd 1n 
the Vineyard of the Lord, are 
turn'd to Tares, and become 
Food for Ravenous Birds, ſuch 
as theſe are, who ſtand now a- 
bout me, to diſconjure me with 
their hideous noiſe. Upon this, 
'the Prieſts began to look upon 
me, whereupon, fearing a Diſco- 
very, I ſoftly retird, but the 

words 


by a Church one morning, where 
they were caſting out a Devil, I 
went 1n becauſe of the noiſe, 
whenas the Evil Spirit, as 1t hap- 


out here's St. Paul, here's St. Paul : | 
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words took ſuch impreſſion in 
the mind of the Exorciſt, that 
he conjur'd, by violent threats, 
the Spirit to tell who I was, 


the Violence, confeſled that I was 
St. Paul ; who, for what reaſon 
he knew not, had aſſum'd Hu- 
mane ſhape, to wander up and 
down the Earth. * The Prieſt 
knowing the Certainty of it, 
found a way to inform the Pope 8 
of it. Not long after, ſome Spies i 
having diſcover d my Lodging, 
(whereof multitudes are in Rome) 
I ſuddenly perceiv'd a Courtier 
making towards me, faluting me 
in this manner; Moſt Holy Pazl, 
In the Name of Urbaz the Eighth | 
I come to do you RKReverence > fff 
he 1s very well fatisfy'd of your 
Candition, and being here, and 

earneſtly defires that you would i 
be pleaſed to favour his houſeſſſ 
with your Preſence, for he is| 


ambi-l 


J 
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ambitious of having a Stranger 
of ſo great Quality under his | 
Roof. Now here by the way 
you may obſerve, -how proper- 


ly he ſpake to me; for in theſe | 


times Saints are very great dfran- 
gers 1n the State Eccleſiaſtick. 
Whether I was aſtoniſh'd or no, 
judge you, to ſee my ſelf thus: 
ſurpriz'd and diſcover'd ;. howe-- 
| ver, I thanked his Beatitude in 
the beſt manner I could; for his 


| Courteous Invitation z and ex- 
| eus'd my (elf, that T was not ca- 
able of receiving that- Honour, . 
| tn regard I was neceſſitated to 
| depart from Rome within a few 
| hours. When. I had diſengag'd 
| 'my ſelf from this Courtier, I ral- 
| Iy'd all my thoughts; and fancy- 
ing that my. heart did prefage me 
| no good fortune, I refolv'd upon 
| flight; when being gone but a 
few paces, the ſame Courtier 
came again, and told me thus:. 
ſayes 
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fayes he, Pope Urban doth re- 
mand me to you, to ſecond his 
firſt Invitation 5 but if in caſe 
you are reſolv'd not to grace 
| his Palace with your Preſence, 
| F have order to propoſe ano- 

ther ſmall Requeſt to you : In 
your Fpiftles we read certain 
paſſages which -moft manifeſtly 
contradict the Humours of Pope 


Orban, he prayes you would al- 


ter them, becauſe it 1s not fit 
that Paul ſhould gainſay Peter's 
; Succeſlor. And if you delire to 

know which are thoſe Paſlages, 


\ | among the reſt, one is that, Let 


es ee ee ye tte JP 


every Soul be ſubjeF to the higher 
Powers, Now the Pope would 
fain, that from this Univerſal 
Propoſition, the Souls. of Popes. 
ſhould be exempted ; he think-- | 
ing it not convenient that | 
' Popes ſhould be under any other 
| Law, but that of their own At-. | 
&ctions and Fancies ; thus their | 
| Action | 
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the Cenſure of every ſenſeleſs 
man. His Holineſs alſo much en- 
treats you, above all, that theſe 
words be quite expung'd which 


own Incumbences, do ſpeak in 
particular, Diaconos habeant non 
turpe Lucrum facientes, let them 


| Lucre; thoſe periods highly diſ- 
pleaſe his Holineſs ; for of . ne- 
| ceſfity he muſt have about him 


| them. Hereat the Courtier ſtop'd; 
| when I ruminated thus within 
my ſelf: See, thou art in danger 
of being entrap'd, notwithſtand- 
ing thou haſt been confirmed 
in the State of Grace, but what 
could have been expected leſs in 
Rome > Perceiving at laſt that he 
waited for my Anſiver, I told him 
O Papal Ambaſſador, the buſineſs 
you propound to me is of no ſmall 
mo- 


Aﬀions would not be lyable to 


aligning to every Biſhop his | 


| have Deacons not given to baſe 


| his Nephew Cardinals to enrich 
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moment, for he who values his 
own Reputation cannot eaſily 
be induc'd to unſay himſelf; you 
know that my Doctrine hath 
| hitherto gone up and down the 
| World without Queſtion or -Al- 
teration, but what wou'd Peo- 
ple ſay to ſee it differ now 
from times paſt! and who would 
not perſwade himſelf that the 
Alteration proceeded rather from 
the Caprichio of ſome convi- 
cted Heretick, than from Pazl's 
| Pen, Moreover to what pur-- 
| poſe would it be to alter it, or 
vary Apoſtolical Doctrines, when 
Popes without any regard to them 
do act ſtill according to their 
| own Fancies. But ſince his Bea- 
titude deſires this ſupefluous Al- 
teration,. I will not fail to ſerve 
' him in the manner I ſhall be | 
' inſpir'd. The Courtier depart- | 
_ ed with this Anfwer, which he. | 
| took for a promiſe, but I imme-. | 
diately 
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diately left Rozre, being inſpir'd | 
ſo to do from Heaven, ſcarce 
, was I out of the City whenas 
I remembred I had left my 


Sword behind me, and being 


H ſuſpenſe whether I ſhould re- | 


turn to fetch it, or no, I eſpy'd 
one coming after me, who was 
allo a Forreiner in the ſame Con- 
vent where I had lodg'd, and: 
often been very kind to mez 
| who coming nearer to me cry'd 
out begon, begon, I come after 


| you on purpoſe to tell you, | 


| that you were ſcarce departed 
| but another Courtier came to 
ſeek you, and being inform'd 
of your ſudden departure, he 
carry'd News thereof to the 
| Pope; a little after, the Pope 
| himſelf came to your lodging, 
| who not finding your Perſon 
took away your Sword with 
him, ſaying in a kind 'of Rage, 
that if Paxl's Pen refus'd to 
| ſerve 
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ſerve him, his Sword ſhould. This 
Sword ſhall force Princes to bend 
and bow at my Feet; this ſhall 
conſerve Caſtro, ſubdue Parma, 


| and ſhew Hereticks there-1s no ne- 


ceſſity of Reaſon, where the Edge 
of a ſpiritual Sword ſhall make 
a way. Giving thouſand thanks 
to my Friend, who knew not 
what Paul, nor what Sword my 
friend ſpake of, I took my leave' 
of him, and purſu'd my flight, be- 
ing troubled that my Arms ſhou'd 
be left in ſuch hands as would 
employ 'em to ſerve his own In- 


| tereſts to the univerſal ſcandal of 


all Chriſtendom. Were it poſſt- 
ble to effect it, I could wiſh you 
would go and inſpire him to 
Peace; but there 1s but ſmall. 
hopes; therefore I hold it expe- 
dient that you. would inſpire all 


| the Princes of Chriſtendom, to 
| wreſt out of his hands theſe Arms, 


taken from me without any Rea- 
ſon, 
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ſon, and now made ufe of againſt 
themſelves very unjuſtly; to this 
purpoſe I -have fram'd a Letter 
addreſsd to the Italian Princes, 
whereunto I held it not much 
unneceſſary to aftix my Name, 
ſince 'tis well known already that 
T am on Earth; the Tenor of itis 
as followeth: 
. . Orban the Eighth, O Prince, 
tranſported with the Violence of 
_ an unjuſt Wrath, hath taken poſ- 
ſeſſhon of my Sword, on purpoſe 
to make uſe of it to the diſtur- 
bance of your States 3 if you re- 
ſolve not. your ſelves to redeem 
it, however, I exhort you, in the 
Name of the Divine Majeſty to 
| doit; fince 'tis not fit that that 
| blade which was deſign'd for the 
| Converſion of Infidels, fhould 
be ſtain'd in your Bloud ; nor let 
that 1dle ſcruple amuſe you, that 
he is your Shepherd, for the true 
Shepherds guide not Flocks =_ 
ca- 
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Weapons, but gentle Wands. Re- 
member that [aac ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be flain by the hands of 
Abraham, to be ſacrificed to God, 
not to the Fury and Paſhon of 


| his Father; and St. Peter left a 


Fiſhermans knife behind him, to 
be made uſe of upon Fiſh, which 
are no Creatures of our Element. 
Encourage your ſelves therefore 
by his Counſel and mine ; nor 
think ye the Defign difficult, for 
though Urbar ſeem furious, . yet 
he that is not habituated to han- 
dle Arms, may eafily let looſe his 
hold. God inſpire your Hearts, 
and proſper your Reſolutions. 
This 1s the ſubſtance of this 
Letter, O Holy Angels, which I 
beſeech you carry { with your 
Inſpirations] to the Hearts of 
Chriſtian Princes : I, in the 7»- 
erin, before I return to Heaven, 


muſt go and viſit Jersſalem, to 


kiſs once more that place, where 
the 
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the very inanimate Stones being 
more grateful than Men, keep 
yet freſh the Memory of Divine 
Mercy. 


— i 


Sf. Paul, before he ſet forward to- 
wards Jeruſalem, goes to Venice, 
where he is inform d by a noble 
Venetian of the Differences be- 
tween Rome and that Republick, 
in theſe following words: 


He Church of Rome was 
| FF reverencd by us in that 
| Tawful manner which was requi- 
| fite for Chriſt's lawful Spoule, 
| but ſhe making but few returns 
{ of Gratitude, hath not only of- 
| ten con(pir'd our Ruine, but hath 
| at Jaſt flung out of doors the an- 
cient monument of our Services, 
| which have been proclaim'd in 
the World for ſo many ages paſt 

by the Trump of Fame, uo 
ar- 
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* much of her Bloud and Gold. that 


Pope Urban the Eighth, ſince he | 
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Narration of Hiſtorians, and ap- 
prov'd by all precedent Popes, in 


can hardly endure to have that 
glory eclipsd which was alwayes 
the food of his generous thoughts; 
and it ſeems ſtrange to us, that 
Rome having reſcu/d a fugitive - 
Pope, and replac'd him in his loſt 
Chair, with the expence of ſv 


the memory of this high deſert 
ſhould be quite baniſh'd Rome. 8 
Yet the Republick being very un- | 
willing any feuds ſhould be be- i 
twixt the Rowan Church and her, | 
conſented, that the Crown of | 
France ſhould be Umpreſs 5 -but | | 
differs ſo much from St. Peter, will | 
not confeſs when he denieth the if 
Truth, i70 nec voce Galli, but per- 
ſevering 1n an Obſtinate Opinion, 
not to reſtore the Elogie, being 


contented by a fooliſh Capriccio of | 
.E bis | 


I 
[| 
1 
[ 
(| 
[ 
' 
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his own, to give this general At- 


Chriſt hath been always ſerv'd by 
| Princes of all ſorts; infomuch that 
| the Antient Inſcription which was 
ſeen regiſtred in the Vaticar, as a 
Monument of Romes Gratitude to 
Penice, that which even Time it 
| ſelf could not deface all this 
| while, the Bavbarini have annihi- 
| Jated at laſt, becauſe perhaps ha- 
| ving baniſh'd all Virtue, it dif- 
_ them to ſee Gratitude 
| Todg'd under their Roofs; or rather 
| becauſe they think themſelves not 
| atall beholden or oblig'd for thoſe 

Services the Church receiv'd from 
| St. Mark, in regard they rather 
| Betray than Protect her : in the 
| Tzterims, we cannot but reſent this 
| monſtrous Ingratitude, yet we 
comfort our ſelves to ſte the Popes 
Diſaffetion and Power to mil- 
chief us, can extend no farther 


| than the walls of his own _ 
_ | J 


| teſtation only, that the Church of 
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| $1. Paul being at Venice, and ſo- 


journing there ſome dayes, ſaw a 

Prieſt drag'd to Priſon by Order 

of the Secular Power, and it being 

95k'd why the Temporal Magiſtrate 

did exerciſe his Juriſdiction ſo 

over an Eccleſtaſtick, a Vene-' 
. tian made this anſwer. 


/ HE Republick of PYerice, 

not through any Threats 
orlnfinuations, ever deviated from 
that conſtant path which her Pro- 


rmbory have pointed her out for 


her own ſafety, from the begin- 
ning. Among other Rights which 
ſhe always hath preſerv'd 1n the 
very face of Romes Pretenſions 


| and Power, one 1s, to have Au- 
| thority to puniſh the Perſons of 


Ecclefiaſtick Delinquents, eſteem- | 
ing that Dominion to be Abſolute | 
and Univerſal, which Heaven 


hath offer'd her within her own 


EI Ter- 
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territories. ThisRepublick knows 
full well when God firſt inſtituted 
Sovereigns Power 3 he conferr'd 
it upon Far), over all his People, 
and all the Tribes of Tract with- 
out Exception 5 now you 'cannot 
deny, but among the Twelve 
there were a great. number of 
Levites and Prieffs-: 3 ought the 
Prieſts therefore to diflwade, the 
People from that Obedience 
which was ordain'd by the Divine 
Majeſty it {elf toward their Na- 
tural Princes ? The Sacraments 
were ordain'd by God for waſh- 
ing away the Pollutions 'of our 
Souls, but not to deface the Cha- 
racters of Subjeas m the Body ; 

nor was the Law of Chriſt ever 
incompatible with the Law 6 
Ceſar, but in their Opinions on- 


ly who ſeek to bring a Scandal | 


upon it. Eccleftaſticks, who 1n- 
terpret all things to cheir Own ad- 


vantage, pretend to be' exempt 
from 
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from ſecular power by thoſe words 
of the Goſpel, Nolite tangere Chri-. 
ſtos meos;. but a man right in his 
Wits may cafily diſcern the true 
S:nſe and Meaning thereof; for 
though the ſame God forbad mur- 
ther to all men, yet 'tis lawful for 
Magiſtrates to take away the lives 
of Malefators:; in adminiſtration 
of Juſtice Lay Princes alfo repre- 
fent God; now for any.one to 


withdraw himſelf from their Au- 


thority, is nothing elſe but to be 
unwilling to be ſubordinate to 
Divine Inſtitution. -If Ecclefia- 
ſticks would interpret Scripture 
with more Reafon than Paſſion. 
and Partiality, they would dif- 
cern that theſe words Nokte tan- 
gere Chriſtos. meos, ſignifie nothing | 
elſe than to prohibit unjuſt Out- | 


| rages againſt thoſe Eccletiaſticks 


who for. the Integrity of their 
Lives, and Innocency of Manners 
delerve.the Title of being Chriſts;z 
E2 when 
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when an Ecclefiaſtick errs he falls 
from that Title, and ſo from the 
Privilege of it. Nor can - the 
Clergy of theſe times pretend Ex- 
emption from the Power of tem- 
poral | Juſtice by 
Words, unleſs Chriſt had pofj- 
tively ſaid Nolite tangere Arti-Chri- 
ſtos meos. 

Fhis Signiory, which can'dif- 
cern all things in their true Ef 
ſence,does not admit the Falſhood 
of any intereſs'd Opinion to pur- 
blind her own proper Under- 
| ſtanding: If a Clerk may err tem- 
| porally againſt the State, the State 
thinks it reaſonable that he be 


4 other hand than that to whom 
God hath commited: the Care of 
{' the State; the Danger. of a State 
would be too evident, and the 
Confuſion too, if the Crimes a- 
oainſt her common Tranquillity 


ſhould fear no other Puniſhment 
* than 


the aforeſaid | 


puniſh'9 temporally, and by no | ! 
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than what comes from a Forrein 
Prince, who governing himſelf 
by certain politick Intereſts, 1n- 
ſtead of due Correftion would 
poſſibly tolerate, or connive at 
| the Offence, to the publick da- 
mage of that State, and for his 
own advantage. As for example, 
tow many Princes in {[taly, where 
the Pontifical Power predomt- 
nates, are diſquieted ever and 
anon, and corrupted by reaſon of 
the Impunity of Clerical Liber- 
tines? and what may hence be ex- 
pected, but that they being whol- 
ly exempted from ſecular Juſtice, 
they may arm: themſelves, joyn 
in Bands, and turn their Cloyſiters 


| 
| 


| 
' 
: 


trampling under foot the Autho- 
rity of their own Prince, may 
' eſtabliſh ſo another Kingdom 
| within a Kingdom ? That Wiſ- 

dom which fits at the Stern of the 
| Republick of Yerice will never 
E 4 ſuffer 
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ſuffer ner own Subjctts to be able 
to ſupplant her, by the Protecti- 
on and Support of any Forrein 
Authority. Andif it ſeems ſtrange 
to the Pope that the Yeretians ufe 
Civil Juriſdiction over Ecclcſja- 
ſticks, much more ſtrange does it 
feem to the Veretians, that Eccle- 
fiaſticks ſhould Uſurp worldly 
Dominion over the perſons of Se- 
culars: in the Interim they know 
well that Chriſt profeſs'd openly 
that he had no Kingdom in this 
| World. 


—. 
— 


—— 


| St. Paul afterwards meets with 4 
Subjet of the Pope's, who tells 
him his Diſcontentments in the 
following Expreſſions, upon ſome 
CPE of St. PauPs.. Sajes 

TD 


Was born a Subject under the 


' particular Dominion of the 
Church. 
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. | Chureh of Rome, & that's enough 


: good Fryar \£ pronounce me miſc- 
n rable the civil Juſtice adminiſtr'd' 
« | amongſt-us by Clergy men,. the 
5 | Authority abus'd by .thoſe 'who: 
. | govern, and their Cuſtom” dege- 
+ nerating daily into Cruelties and 
— | Rapine, "have made the SubjeQion' 
F in{upportable, and their lives un- 
4 unhappy who live under the tem- 
, poral Scepter. of the Rowian Cler-- | 
7 gy. My tongue cannot ſufficient-: I 
. ly cxpreſs the Rigour of” their” | 


Government; let every one ima-: 
gine by their. Prafices abroad 
what they do at homes I was: 
enforc'd to forfake my own houle- 
for a Tax impos'd .upon me for 
living wellz when a. young rich 
man 1s diſcover'd through Youth 
and heat of-Blood to be addifted 
to any Pleaſure, . preſently. comes 
forth an Edict to extort from him 
a great ſum of Money : hence it 
1s- that ſometimes a ſmall G$llip 
E 5: withh 


ment ear cnet, 
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with ones finger, does equa) mur-- 
der, and Words are as«dangerous- 
as Deeds, for all goes under the 
title Tranſgreſſion. Beſides, the- 
-Miniſters who govern' our State 
of Rome under colour of Zeal to: 
our Salvation, are wont very of- 
ten to ſend-Catchpoles-to ſearch 
little Holes and Cottages, to ſee 
whether a SubjcCt be found with 
a Concubine. All things lye un- 
der the ſearch of prouling Eves, 
and the infolent hands of thoſe 
| Ragamuffins: I will only add this, 
| that under the Government of 
| other Princes, the Jews are treat- 
ed more gently than we under 
ours; nor in Truth can one well 
| wonder 'at it; for moſt Clergy- 
$ men in our days are haply great- 
er Enemies to the Goſpel of Chriſt | 
than ſome Chriſtians to the Tal- 
mud of the Hebrews. 


[ 
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St. Paul departing from Venice goes 
fo Lucca, where a Citizen 7n a: 
ſad and doleful manner tells hine 


4 the Dnarrels between Rome and: 
x | that little Republick: 


h Orban the Eip hth hath been 
| moſt prodigal of ha Jubilees and 
| Indulgences until theſe his -latterf 
Years; but to let the World un-f 
derſtand, his ſpiritual Juriſditionf 
extends as well to Curſe as Bleſs,f 
F where he thinks fit, he. hath Jate- 
ly chang'd the Scene, and daily 
practiſes the uſe of Excommuni | 
cations. This ſmall Republickd 
telt the firſt mark of his Diſplea 
ſure; thereby imitating ſuch whaſ 
| areusd to try the force of: Poy 
ſon upon ſome ſmall inconfidera 

ble Creatures. firſt: : the ſeeming 
| Connivance of other: Princes rd 
this our Diſaſter, encourag'd hinf 
190 


AD g(t the Popes of our Age, 
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-Expect better at-his hands; for 
ſince good and. bad things have 
their Viciſlitudes among us, for 
the Portion of. Jubileesand Indul- 
gencies receiv'd we mult look tor 
a double one of Cenſures and Ex- 


hereof is well known : The Ori- 
ginal of every Accident here, 
ſprang fromthe inſupportable Lt- 


poſe his Holineſs little imagin'd 
| that fo little inconfiderable a State 
[| as Lucca, would reſent theſe Outra- 
{ ges, but rather comply with them, 
conliderimg- this State too. nar- 
row to be ſenſible of fuch Infolen- 
cies3 and thus perſiſting in an ob- 
ſtinate Cenfure, choſe rather to 
{ce our Perduion haſtn'd than 
thoſe Exorbitancies of his Clergy 
moderated 3 but we not being 

«2 conſc- 


the next time againſt the Duke ot. 
Parma, nor can all Chriſtendouz 


communications. The Reaſon 


þ 


contiouſheſs of the Clergy I ſup-. 
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conſcious of having done any* 
thing which might cxclude us the 
face of the Almighty, comfort our 
ſelves in our Viisfortunes with the 


' memory of Balaam, who unjuſtly: 


| .Curs'd the Children of Tfrael; 
nor have reſted ever fince to pro-" 
cure a right Underſtanding be- 
tween us, by the interpolition of 
certain Perſons of great Quality, 
with the Nephew Cardirals, that 
they would be pleas'd to appeaſe 
his Holineſs's great Diſpleaſure 
[ expeCting. a Miracle from: the 
mouth of ſome Af] but to: this 
Day can get no Anſwer. Butto 
make. an end, as to the concern 
of our Souls, if an Excommunica- 
tzon 1s able to ſeparate us from 
the Union of the prefent Church, 
we have no Reaſon to complain 
to be ſeparated from a Body ſo 
infected with Diſeaſe 3 free'd 
from the wicked example of a 
Sacnlegious Lite, and from that 
deſpair 


83 The Heavenly Djvorce; 


deſpair which we were daily 
brought to by the Tyrannical be- 


haviour of the Roman Clergy. 
But the Juſtice of our Cauſe ſup- 


ports us under all Occurrences, . | 
hoping that. wiſe Princes will af- | 


filt- us, . and not ſuffer the Pra- 


ice of Excommunications of: 


thoſe ravenous Prelates among 


us; for if they find once this an. 


eafie way of poilefling themſelves 


of other mens Eſtates: and For-- 


tunes, the World may ſee, that 
{ince hitherto every Jubilee hath 


been a Pretext for a new Impoli- 
tion, ſo Excommunications will 


- ſerve hereafter for ſome new Ra: 
Þ7716. 
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e- | St. Paul leaving Lucca, goes to 
Ye Parma, where in a Fryars habit 
p* inſinuating himfelf in the Ac- 
= naintance of the Duke, be tell; 

fin the Differences between that 


w- | Dukedom and the Conrt of Rome. 


1g "HE World hath already un-- 
n. derſtood- too much the 
&s | Cauſes of the Quarrel I have with 
r-- | the Church of Rome, being pub- 
at | H{h'd not only by my Manifeſto's, 
th | but by other particular Penns, - 
i- | who have willingly protefed the_} 
ill. | Juſtneſs of my Cauſe; but ſince 
4: | you have a deſire,O Holy Father, 
to underſtand from my own mouth 
the grounds of thofe Differences | 
which have been ſonois'd abroad, | 
I will relate them to you, with | 
that Brevity that may ſuit rather | 
with my preſent Conveniency, |þ 
than the Nature of the thing it | 


(elf. | 
| Know | 
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call'd the Farneſe Bank, which 


ovliges my Fortunes to contri- 
bute an annual Cenfe to my Cre- 


ditors; now Pope QOrban bein 


mov'd'by ſome turbulent: Spirit: 


or other, in the very Jaſt periods 


of his Life, imagin'd to have erc- 


&ed a little Fortreſs of divers Pre- 
tencces upon this Bank, thereby 


to invade my Dutchy of Caſtro. 
But T had gond Reaſon in theſe 
my Troubles, to have expected 


Support rather- than Oppreſſion 


from that Seat of whom the afhes- 


of my Progenitors do yet glory 
to have menited*fo well; but all 
Charity as well as Gratitade. is 
fled from among them, . The de- 
fire of ets their Nephews 
is the primnm Mobile of the Pope's 
aim. . Nor did his Helineſs's Ty- 
ranny ſtop here, but he thought 

| I 


Know then, the particular Ur-- 
gcncies of my Houle, have ere- 
&ed in; Rome a particular Bank, 
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I would not take it i] if he did ex- 
communicate me; that fo. b:1ng 
% ſeparated from the Communion of 
| the Faithful, none durſt reach our 
| a hand to help me: a great Cruel- 

ty in a Shepherd, who flaying his 


S | Sheep alive, would'not have them 
, ſo naturally kind as to pitty one 
* | another. Moreover to- varniſh o- 
"| ver his Pretences, he publiſhes me 
' | for a diſobedient Son to- the Uni- 
Y | verſal Fatherof Chriſtianity. But if 
: | hebe tobeadjudg'da Father who. 
3 | robs his Children, judge you.. 
; | Can he expettto be reverenc'd as 
g. | St. Peter's Succeſſor when differ- 
ing from St. Peter, he ſtops. his 
4 Ears to the Words of Chriſt, who 
. | commanded him- te- put up his 
Sword. Chnift inſtituted a peace- 
' | ful Kingdom, nor did he ever or-- 


' | dain that his Cauſe ſhould be 
' | handled with Arms. 

| Notwithſtanding, the preſent 
| Biſhops make uſe of them, becauſe. 


they, 
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they are alwayes ready to meddle 
with any Cauſe but that of Chriſt. 
In the Interim, O: good Fryar, my 


Fortune is worſe than that of 


Malchas, for as he was hurt by 


Peter's Sword,. he was: heal'd a- 


gain by the ſame hand :. but I find 


my ſelf wounded by the Sword 
of Peter's Succeſſor, yet cannot 
perceive his hand diſpos'd to cure 
me, or reſtore me my own. 


Ce I Tr Ine 
— 


| St. Paul /aft of all goes to Jeruſa- 


lem, and of his Entertainment 


there gives this following Ac-- 
"count. 


" TAving according to Divine 
| Command travell'd o're [ta- 
Iz, and heard her Complaints 
againſt the Roman Spouſe, I was 
relolv'd before my final Depar- 
ture, to viſit Feruſalewm. Whoſe 
Gatcs when I hadentred, 1 _—_ 
tne 


—— 
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the Prophecy amply fulfill d 1n 
her Ruines. Not one Stone of. 

that Wall which ſo effeCtually 

ſuffer'd the fary of the Romans; 

was left as a Teſtimony of her de- 

ferv'd' Puniſhment, nothing of the 

old City remaining but the Name 

only; when by Turkiſh Centi--_ 
nels diſarm'd, as if I had been 
come-to att the ſame Perfecution 
among them as in old times among 
the Chriſtians, T had then Liber- 
ty to rm my Curiolity lead” | 
me; ſtill grieving to ſee thoſe- | 
Temples once fanfifyed with the | 
Worſhip: of the true God, and: | 
the Dodqrine of our Saviour, now | 
to be turn'd into Moſques for the 
Service of Mahomet and the De- | 
vil: but paſſing ſtt]] along-I mer | 
with one who by his meen and | 
habit ſeem'd one at leaſt of Chri- | 
ſttan Education : when advancing | 
towards me, and: fancying me to- | 


be a-Stranger he proffer'd to ſerve | 
| me. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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me in ſhewing me the Rarities of 
the Place, but more eſpecially the 
Sepulchre of our Blefs'd Saviour: 


bur firſt having ſhew'd me his 


Convent, he then led me to the 
Sepulchre- for the ſight whereof 
though I confeſs they. demanded 
nothing | yet according to- Infor- 


| mation I well know that unleſs 
I gave thema conſiderable preſent 
| F ſhou'd- receive but an'unwel-. 
| come Yale, they cunningly by a 
' ſeeming Zeal not demanding a- 


penny ; but 'tis on purpoſe to 1n- 


{ hance the Generoſity. of the pious 
{ Beholder] I preſently underſtood 
| their way of Frading in theſe Ho- 


Iy Commodities ,, and therefore 
anſwer d their Expectations 1n a 
g00d preſent of Zechins,. which 
were as readily accepted :. which 
made me much wonder I confels, 
{nce our Saviour, when on Earth, 
freely offer'd himſelf up to the 
View. of. all Beholders: but here 
_ though 


% 
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citely they make Merchandiſe e- 


' as he cauſed only ſuch who bought 


men' profefs' d xwvhor hadi (oi veneras 


| Faith: I wondring| at ſo great | 
| Impudence, faid little, but reſo]- | 
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though they bargain not, yet ta- 


ven of his very Tomb: and where- 


and ſold within the Temple to be 
whipt out, I found 'em here {el 
ling the very Temple it - (IE: 
Strange Amazement to St. . Paul! | 
doubting therefore with my ;ſelf | 
whether I were:not' miſtaken, and 
ltghted on a Turk in Chriſtian ha- | 
bit inſtead of a Chriſtian; I asked | 
him-- what Rehgion thoſe Holy 


ble My Eſtceni tor fo ſacred a'Re+ | 
lique of Chriſtianiry?(he expeCting | 
I fappoſe, thatT ſhou'd have pro- | 
phetied Yina paſton told me they | 
were of ithe. Roman Church, and | 
the ancient :Catholick. Apoſtolick | 


ved to ſtifle my. Thoughts until | 
[- had fully ſeen}; all: 'twas not | 


long after, that having walk'd-a 
tedious | | 
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tedious and ridiculous Proceſiion, 


Chriſt himſelf wou'd have ſtood 
amaz'd to have view'd : as, the 
Milk of the bleſsd Virgin ſhed 
out of her exuberant breaſts, and 
reſerv'd ever fince as a Panacea 
againſt a]l Diſeaſes whatever ; 
Statues, Croſles, Beads, and. ]- 
mages, form'd out of the very 
ſpecifical Croſs, whereon aur 


rotten and conſum'd 3, he ask'd 
 mewhatT thought of thoſe things? 
| 1anſwer'd, if really they were the 
| things they repreſented, they ap- 
peard ſtrange to me: by the-way 
I found this much confirming to 
the Ignorant their great .Doftrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation :-for what 
ſeduced Fool, of that: Faith may 
not eaſily as well believe, that 
the Body of 'one Chriſt, ſo often 
and in ſo many places, by: ſo ma+ 
ny People, in the Holy: Sacra- 
ment 


and ſeen Miracles which even | 


BleG'd Saviour hung, long ſince 
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ment eaten and canſum'd. ſhou'd 


renew again; and though -quite 


deſtroy'd by the number of the 


Zealous Communicants, be rea- 


dy to offer himſelf ſtill the next 


day; as that one ſmall, wooden 
Croſs, which only one poor Cy- 
renean could carry on his Back to 
mount Calvary, fſhou'd futniſh 
the whole World with Beads, 
Diſhes, Sticks, Images, together 
with many other things, bigger 
far than ever the Croſs it ſelf. 
But alas! this was nothing : to ſee 
Maſs ( for here they come not to 
hear but ſee ;) wou'd confound a 
pions Chriſtian. 

Their Prayers even to Stocks 
and Stones were deteſtable even 
among the Tyrks themſelves : 
which made me much wonder 
why the Tyrkiſþ Policy wou'd 
ſuffer ſo dangerous an Enemy in 
his very Bowels, worſe far than 


/ the Perſian without, not won- 


dring 
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dring now at all that the Conver- 


flon of Turks and Infidels hath 


ſo long been retarded, ſince by 
your 11 Doctrine and worſe Pra- 


ice, they have ,brought a Scan- 


dal upon all Chriſtendom : and 
by their Fall from my Dodrine 
and the other Apoſtles, metit 
more the name of Hereticks than 


thaſe-to whom their Malice o1ves | 


it. - And whereas I had expected 


to have ſeen a Turk turn'd Chriſti- 


an, T now found to my great A- 
ſtoniſhment, the Chriſtians turn'd 


Tyrks. 


St. Paul having now ſcen e- 
nough of the Adulterous Behavi- 
our of the Roman Spouſe, and 
taken her in the veiy Aft, had 
Evidence ſufhcient whereupon to 
ground his Proceſs : to that end 
- he haſta'd away, taking his flight 
Heavenyward, being in the mean 
time, much concern'd that thoſc 
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ſort of Turk;ſþ-Chriſtians ſhou'd 


be ſo impudent to tell St. Paul a 


Lye to his very face; 1n pretend- 
ng above all other to the Profel- 


| fion of the true Apoſtolick Faith: 


the contrary whereof evidently . 
appears in Holy-writ. 


In the Interim I faw again the: | 


| Heavens open, and a Cloud of 
| Angels ſaluting him with an hea=: | 


venly Welcome, being glad he had: 
ſcap'd the helliſh Malice of thoſe: | 
Cannibals, which many pious juſt: | 


men, now Saints in Heaven (more: || 
_ defervedly it-may be, than ſome: | 
| they pray to) have been forc'd to | 
| ſaffer and undergoe; at laſt I ſaw- | 
| a Book opend wherein: were reg1-. | 
| ſtrd all the Adulterous Ations of, | 
_ the Roman Spouſe, and to the: | 
| end. the World may be ſatisfy:d | 


who are the true and who the. | 
illegitimate Sons of the —_— | 
ST F tor 
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for thefuture, I heard the Decree 
ſolemnly pronounced againſt her 
with a Fiat, let it be done; the 
whole Heavens ecchping out their 
Thanks and crywg Amen, Amer. 


After this Heavenly Scene was 
finiſhed, _ the Decree _ | 
Pronounced, with great ref1- 
. oy of Joy and Ren Cs 
all the Seraphiws and Angels : 
methought then the numerous 
Company of Petitioners, who had 
unanimouſly joyn'd in ſolliciting | 
Heaven for this Diozorce, ſhew'd 
. no few marks of their Content ; 
in a Solemn manner, ſhouting up 
their Thanks ro Divine Majeſty, 
and fithng the Heavens with Ec- 
choes of Prayers and Praiſes to Al- 
mighty God for fo Juft, ſo Hea- 
_ venly an AC, againſt that Wick- 
ed, Adulterous Strumpet the 
Charch of Rome, once his Bdoved. 

Kanes 
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Kings, who had been depos'd, 
and kill'd, were glad that their | 
Succeſſors ſhould enjoy a quiet, | 
undiſturbed Reign, being freed | 
from the ſevere laſh of this Cru- | 
el Mother : SubjeFs, as in TInte- | 
reſt and Duty bound, rejoyced at | 
the proſpect of the future Proſpe- | 
rity and Welfare of their Kings : 

bers, that they ſhould no more 
fee their Children raviſh'd from | 
their Boſoms : Nunns, with the | 
hopes of keeping their ſolemn | 
Vows of Chaſtity : In ſhort, all | 
the World feem'd to be m an 
Extafie of Joy, that from thence- | 
forward there would be no more- 
Crying in the Streets, no.,Fears, 
no Jealoufies among Men, no. 
dreadful Fires, no Maſlacres ; but | 
that every one mieht fit under his 
own Vine, and his own Fig-tree, | 
and none might riſe up againſt him 
to. make bins Ga ny Tha fs | 
F 3 thence- 


' 
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thenceforward, the World might 
know and ſet a mark upon her 
Spurious Off-ſpring , her Ullegi- 
timate Births 3 Baſtard Chriſtians, 
born in Adultery and Sin 3 who 
becauſe they are. excluded, by 
reaſon of their Illegitimacy, the 
Right of Inheritance of Heaven- 
ly places, would fain, by a new 
Law of Arms of their-own Cre- 
ation, raviſh a +ÞBirth-right' from 
others, and thruſt 'em out of all 
 Poſleſiions, ' both Temporal and 
Spiritual, Such Baſtards, that 
neither their own unnatural 
-Whoriſh Mother . will give her 
Proteftion to, when living, nor 
her Bleſſing, when dying, but at 
an Exceſhive rate : Children, who, 
were they Legitimate, when they 
.asked for Bread, ſhe would not 
give them a Stone 3 much lefs 
make them pay for't at fo. dear 
A PrICE. 
Upon 
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Upon theſe Thoughts, ſuch | 
were the Shouts, ſuch the Ec- 
choings of the People, that I 
was ſuddenly awaken'd out of 
my long Dream - when recol-, 
teting my Senſes,. and- confider- 
ing the ſtrangeneſs of the thing,not' 
yet knowing whettier it might 
be a fooliſh Capriccio, the effect 
of ſome Mclancholick thoughts 3. 
or otherwiſe an Inſpiration by 
Heavenly. Appointment 53 I de- 
bated within my ſelf whether 
or no I ought not for the ſatis- 
faction of the World to com- 
mit' it to Paper by Writing it 
down : but behold, on a ſudden 
I faw a Viſion, « Man cloathed 
with a Garment down to the foot, 
and girt about the Paps with. a 
Golden Girdle ; his Head and hjs 
Hairs were like white Wool and | 
his Eyes like a Flame of Fire $ 
whom when I ſaw, I fell at hig 
F 3 Feet] 


, 
| 
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[ 
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Feet, as Dead ; but he laid his 
right hand upon me, ſaying , 


Fear nothing, for I am the Firſt 
| and the Laſt, and who alone have 

the Keys of Hell aud Death. Write 
| theſe things which thou haſt ſeen ; 
| for know, they are not as a vain 
| thing, or as a Dream that paſſeth | 
away ; but a Work done by Hlea- 
venly Appointment, for a mark to | 
diſtinguiſh True Believers from falſe, 
| and Legitimate Chriſtianity from | 
| [legitimate : Ordained for a Sign | 
| zo the True Church in dayes of. | 
| Perſecution, whereby fo know her 
own Children from Changelings:. 
For know, the time will come when 
this Divorce will certainly. be the- | 
cauſe of great Fears, and great: 
—_—_ upon Farth ; when my 
Adulterous Spouſe: will frown to: 
ſee ker ſelf negleded-and forſaken, 
aud another Eſpouſed in her ſtead: 


whe. 
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$ when ker ſpurious Iſſue will mur- | 
mur, repine, and Envy at the Fe- -| 
licity of the true Sons of the Church, 
and like bloody Cain riſe up againſt 
| juſt Abel, becauſe God bad more 
reſpe for his Offering : when 
killing of Kings, and murdering 
of Princes; ſhall be accounted as 
Righteonſneſs 5 and all manner of 
Wickedneſs be committed for Con-- | 
z\ | ſcience-ſake : Then, I ſay, then neg- 
| le not theſe things, but write as I | 
| have commanded thee, and publiſh - | 
| them unto the World, that all Chri>--) 
ſtendome may ſee I am diſpleaſed: | 
at my Beloved, and the utmoſt parts | 
of the Earth be acquainted: with: | 
my juſt Procedure and DIVORCE. . | 
I muſt confeſs, twill be a. thing 
ſomething. perillous to undertake, | 
and more dangerous to perform: byt- | 
fear not her Tireats, nor be afraid: 
of her Frowns: Heaven bath ap-- | 
ple. Rewards for ſuch. who ſuffer | 
v4; jor] 
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for her ſake, and fieht in ler de- 


fence. Anil though the Romans 
Cry out againſt thee as of old: the 


Jews did againſt me ; Crucifie 
him crucifie him; jet ſhrink not 
from thy Faith, nor Hearten!y 
Conrage : nor ſceruple the Diſcovery 
of the things thou haſt ſeen and 
eard, that all the Chriſtian part 
of the Earth may be ſatisfy'd at 
my Reſolutions; and cry Bleſſed, 
Bleſſed., be the name of tle 

Lord. 
' Upon this Heavenly Admo- 
nition, though I fear'd the E- 
vent; yet for the publick Ad- 
vantage. of true Believers, ac- 
cording to divine Command, 1 
no longer truſted it to frayle 
Memory, but regiftred it among 
the Common Arnals of the 
* World ; which if: candidly re- 
' eeivid by the Chriſtian Reader 
F though: I doubt not but to 


be 


a CCC ane ian ces od See. ends? end” © Be an 


— nm neem - 
crea cc to ater 


ve Heavenly Livorce, TOY 


be Sacrific'd my ſelf to their 

Idols in revenge for this ſmall 

IS : | 

. part before your Eyes] I am 

0 well aſlur'd Heaven will inſpire 
ſome Zealous Chriſtian to pur- 


e 

4 ſue my Deſign, and give the 

J _ World an impartial account of 

, | her Adulterozs Off-ſprings as well, 
as of our Saviour s ſecond Eſpou- 

? | fals; in preſenting them with a 

1 Second and Third part. 
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